
CHAPTER XXVI. 

EARLY MERCHANTS. 

INDIAN TRADERS-FIRST MERCIIANTS--GURDON S. HUBBARD--BECKWITH & C L Y M J ~ N  

-FIRST MERCHANTS I N  THE SOUTHERN PART O F  THE COUNTY. 

The first mercantile ventures made in Vermilion County were those with 
the Indians. It is impossible to get the exact date of the first trading with 
the Indians, since there is no record of such transactions, and the memory of 
any living man is of little worth, because there is no man alive today who could 
possibly know of this time. All such transactions antedate the experience of 
the grandfathers of the man of active life in Vermilion County now. 

There is no known fact by which this date can be estimated. The vague 
statements of early writers give the assurance of these traders but put no time 
of their trading at this point. The tales told to Col. Vance and Gurdon Hub- 
bard by the Indians in the 'twenties were of the white men who bought their 
furs, but they did not make an effort to locate the time of the trade. or i f  
they did, no record was kept of it. 

These traders came on their own account long before the American Fur 
Company saw the wealth in fur along the waters of the Little Vermilion. .4t 
least it is reasonable to assume such to be the case. And it is a matter of 
record that the American Fur Company whose headquarters were at Macanabv, 
had agents in this region as early as the first years of the last quarter of the 
18th century, and probably at an earlier date than that. True, there were no 
storehouses in the territory now Vermilion County, but a white man's instinct 
to get that which was of value to his red-skinned brother, would show him a 
way to keep the skins of the desired animal when he found them as abundant 
as they were in this locality. The timber along the Vermilion was productive 
of a variety of fur-bearing animals, even after the coming of the first settlers, 
and the hunters through the wilderness of eastern Illinois and western Indiana 
finding this wealth, if not exactly trading themselves, directed the disposition 
of the furs to the nearest o r  most accessible trading post. 

The American Fur Company early estabiished a trade through the Illinois 
country with stations or posts in the eastern part along the Iroquois, the Em- 
barass and the Little Wabash. Their agents made a business of following the 
Indians in their hunting grounds, and in this way learned their habits, and their 
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characteristics while they secured their trade. Gurdon S. Hubbard was agent 
for the American Fur Cmpany, succeeding Antonin Des Champs in this ter- 
ritory in 1824. Antonin Des Champs had had charge of the interests of the 
company in the trade of the company for about forty years in the territory 
between the Illinois and Wabash rivers. This takes the record of trade in 
this section back to about 1785, or thirty-five years before the coming of the 
white settler to the location of Vermilion County. Des Champs was in charge 
of the territory until five years after small settlements had been made at the 
salt works, at  Brook's Point, at Butler's Point and along the Little Vermilion. 

When Mr. Hubbard took charge of this territory, he abandoned the posts 
on the Illinois, and no longer carried the trade by water, but introduced pack- 
horses. The trail from Chicago to the salt works which he established was 
called Hubbard "Trace," and was followed for many years as the most direct 
road from Chicago to Vincennes, Indiana. This Hubbard Trace was the 
foundation of one of the most direct railroads in the state connecting Chicago 
and the Ohio river. 

In 1827 Gurdon S. Hubbard abandoned the posts on the Embarass and 
Little Wabash, and put up the- first frame building ever constructed in Ver- 
milion County for a storehouse, which became the headquarters for the Indian 
fur trade in this part of the country. This trade was extensive and demanded 
the enlployrnent of several clerks. He brought three Frenchmen with him, t\vo 
of whom married daughters of prominent early settlers. These men were Boel 
Vassar, Nicholas Boilvin and Toussaint Bleau. Nichdas Boilvin ~narried a 
daughter of D. Woods, and Toussaint Bleau married a daughter of Dr. A. R. 
Palmer. Samuel Russell and William Bandy were both clerks at this trading 
house. 

During the five years this trading house was in operation, the Indians 
would file into town on their ponies in large numbers with their furs, which 
they exchanged for white flour, meat and other luxuries, as well as the trinkets 
they loved so well. They brought their squaws and papooses with them, and 
would camp on the bluff near the foot of Walnut street or a little further east 
on the same bluff, where they would feast and enjoy themselves for several 
(lays before again taking up their march whence they came. 

In 1832 Mr. Hubbard found that the Indian trade had declined to such pro- 
portions that it would be advisable to convert his stock into one that would 
better suit the increased white population. The fur-bearing animals had be- 
come scarce, and the Indian himself had been dispersed to such an extent, al- 
though it was not until six years later that the Pottawotomies were officially 
moved to beyond the Missisippi river. Hubbard had N. D. Palmer as his part- 
ner in his store, and the prospect for trade was good. He, however, became 
desirous of developing the swamp lands in which he had invested near Lake 
Michigan, and the same year that he made the change in his stock, he sold 
the store to Dr. Fithian. The building, which itself was worth a place in the 
history of Vermilion County because it was the first frame house built in the 
county, was on the south side of the pubIic square on the east corner and re- 
mained standing many years. A less pretentious mercantile venture than that 
of Hubbard's was made by Dan Beckwith in 1821 near Denmark. He, with 
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his brother George, came to the salt springs in 1809, and two years later is 
known to have had a few goods suitable for Indian barter, which he kept in 
a place partly excavated in the side of a hill at Denmark. A little later he 

I 

moved to Danville and built a log cabin on the brow of the hill on Main street 
near Logan avenue. His later storeroom was located at the west end of the 
original Main street of Danville at the point where there is a turn in the street. 
H e  had as a partner one James Clyman who is described as a typical frontiers- 
man in buckskin leggins, hunting shirt and coonskin cap. Restless, as all of 
his kind were, he went on to the west as soon as the white man came here 
to make settlements. 

Benjamin Canaday was the first merchant in the southern part of the county. 
He, with his father and three brothers, came to the Little Vermilion to settle 
in the fall of 1821. He was a tinner by trade, and during the winter of the 
deep snow, made up a stock of tinware and took it t o  Louisville, where he 
traded it for goods. This stock of general merchandise he brought back with 
him and sold to the  neighbors. In 1831 he went to Georgetown, and with the 
Haworths began the mencantile interests of that place. H e  became the roan of 
largest mercantile interests in that prosperous village. This was in 1830. Mr. 
Canaday remained in business with Mr. Haworth for a time when he sold out 
and formed a partnership with Mr. Abraham Frazier. After a time, however, 
he sold the store to Dr. Gillaspie, who came from Tennessee, and Mr. Canaday 
remained in the store. H e  continued in the mercantile interests for a long 
time until he amassed a fortune. H e  was the leading merchant of Georgetown 
for many years, Mr. Canaday was a public-spirited man and was always found 
in all the enterprises tending to advance Georgetown. He built the brick store 
that was such a pride to the community and in which his successors in business 
were to be found cluring their term of mercantile life. Dr. Gillaspie continued 
in business for some time, but at last went west. 

Abraham Frazier was the one of that name who began the career of the 
family in the mercantile life in Georgetown. He was a tanner by trade, but 
went into the mercantile line and kept to that the rest of his life. His brother 
Abner came from Tennessee and began to farm, but gave it up to clerk in 
his brother's store. After a while he married, however, and went back to the 
farm. His sons were interested in mercantile matters and took the store con- 
tinuing the name of Frazier in the interests of trade in Georgetown, and hand- 
ing it down to yet another generation. Georgetown without a Frazier's store 
would be a strange place. 

James Shannon was a merchant at an early clay, but met a most distressing 
death from accident which ended his efforts in mercantile lines. Among the 
other men who were merchants in Georgetown a t  an early time, the names of 
EIam Henderson, Jacob Yapp, Joseph Bailey, Mr. G. W. Holloway, Richie and 
the Cowans are conspicuous. The merchants of Georgetown have had first at- 
tention since that was the chief interest of the section in the early days. Before 
Danville was of any worth as a trading point, Georgetown was a flourishing 
village, and the mercantile interest was better cared for in that place than in 
any other in the county. During those days trade was dependent upon the 
best means of transportation, and that was, of course, waterways. Produce 
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went down the Vermilion, the Wabash and Ohio rivers to the Mississippi 
river, and needed articles came either back that way or came from Cincinnati 
down the Ohio and up the Wabash to Perrysville, Indiana, whence it was hauled 
in wagons. A regular line of steamboats were going from Cincinnati to Perrys- 
ville in the 'thirties. Perrysville was the distributing point for the entire sec- 
tion of Illinois to the north and to the west. Later the Wabash Railroad was 
finished as far west as State Line, and goods were hauled from that point. 
Sometimes these goods came to Covington by way of the canal and were 
hauled thence to Danville or Georgetown, but by this time trade in Danville 
was improving. 

Indianola was the center of an attempt at establishing trade in 1837. Mr. 
Atkinson built a store; that is, he built a log house with a frame addition, and 
kept some goods for sale. This was not a good time to make any business 
venture and his failure was to be expected. Mr. Atkinson, too, was not fitted 
to carry on trade as was the custom at that time. Twelve months' time was the 
rule with merchants, and no one expected any less. There was no crop which 
would bring money until about Christmas. Some would carry their produce 
to Chicago for sale, but it was to exchange for some goods needed in the 
family, and no money exchanged hands. No one bought cattle or hogs until 
fall, and it was usually not until mid-winter that any one had any money to 
spend in paying bills at the store or the shop before that time. John Williams 
kept a general store for a while and Mr. O'Bryant added a stock of harness, 
saddlery and clothing. John Gilgis came here in 1842 and began selling goods. 
Samuel Sconce came here about this time and really was the first to work up 
a large mercantile trade. He had been in this part of the country since 1831 
and came to Indianola at this time from the farm which had become his son 
James'. Mr. Sconce had Mr. Joseph Bailey as his partner and also Mr. Gilgis. 
Mr. Bailey retired in 1857. During the business transactions of Bailey, Sconce 
& Co., it was no uncommon day's work to sell $500 worth of goods. Having 
noted the condition of trade in the southern part of the county in the days 
when yet Danville had no greater, and indeed not so great, facilities for the 
profitable exchange of products of the soil for articles needed for the house, it 
is well to take a look at the town northwest, on the north fork of the Big Ver- 
milion, whose prospects were more flattering than even these more southern 
villages, in the first years of county life. 

Denmark was the coming town at the time of the location of the county 
seat, and it was a hopeful competitor to the town at the mouth of the Korth 
Fork, that at this time never had been. Denmark could boast a mill, while yet 
Danville was going to Paris, or seeking grist at her doors. Seymour Treat 
I~uilt this mill in 1829 or 1830. Even before this, Dan Beckwith had a trader's 
handful of goods under the bluff at Denmark, and trade had begun long before 
he had offered the land to the commissioners, who were locating a county seat. 
After the mill was started, a considerable settlement followed, and soon two 
dry-goods stores were opened. One belonged to Alexander Bailey, and the 
other belonged to Stebbins Jennings. The former was the first started in busi- 
ness. Mr. Bailey became a man of influence, attaining much prominence. h4r. 
Jennings was a good business man as well. and perhaps of a more practical 
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turn. He took a leading position in Denmark, and was freely entrusted with 
matters of responsibility. 

James Skinner was another early merchant of Denmark. Together with 
William McMillan, he bought the Treat mill. I t  is said by some that he opened 
the first inn. However that might have been, he was comparatively among the - 

later comers to Denmark, and was by no means the earliest merchant in t h i ~  
early settled village. Mr. McMillan came about the latter part of 1832. Others 
had made the venture in mercantile work long before this time. John Williams 
kept a general store and also John Hunt. Returning to Danville, to note further 
the early mercantile interests. The storeroom built by George Haworth in 1827 
was on the corner now covered by the Daniel building. This is the northwest 
corner of the plaza and has always been a favorite site for buildings and keep- 
ing store. This store was built by George Haworth and was made of huge 
logs nicely hewn, and was two stories high, and took all the men in the country 
around to raise it. I t  was also provided with defensive portholes above and 
below. It  was in the eastern end of this formidable barracks that Gurdon 
Kubbard had his stock of goods for trade with the Indians. This building stood 
for twenty years, when Adams & Co. put up a two-story frame building on the 
site of this, but it soon burned. Mr. Bateman was a merchant in a portion of 
this building when it burned, and he soon after bought the lot and put up the 
one-story brick building in 1855. This building stood until the present handsome 
Daniel building was put up on the lot. This was the first corner occupied for 
mercantile purposes in Danvile, and has always been a popular cornet. 

The first store in Myersville, that once important village, ~ v a s  built and the 
store opened by William and Andrew Zeigler, of Attica, Indiana. This firm sold 
the first goods north of Danville, excepting in Denmark. hilyersville was well 
located for trade, particularly after the IVabash Railroad made State Line city 
its western terminus. This firm was succeeded by William Biggs. ant! he in 
turn was bought out by Green & Gundy (Joseph Gundy) in the spring oa' 1852. 
Early in 1854 Andrew Gundy took charge of the busiiless previonsly carried 
on under the firm name of Green & Gtlndy, anti thereafter conducted it in his 
own name. In the year 1857 he did a business of $36,000, retailing these goods 
from the store. He  carried on his private business of buying and selling wool 
and the feeding of cattle and hogs, but this was not included in the an~ount 
named for the sales of the store. People came here from the distance od sev- 
enty miles to trade and have their milling done. 

Bistnark had a store before it became a town. Robert Kerr built the room 
and began to sell goods, but was succeeded by John Leonard and then hy 
Asa Bushnell. Mr. Bushnell bought out Mr. T,eonard, and then went into 
partnership with Francis Gundy. They put up a nice building, and for a 
long time kept a general store. Green & Phillips kept a grocery and provision 
store for two years and were succeeded by Phillips Bros. 

Rossville, Hoopeston, even Collison and Ridge Farm, as well as other towns 
and cities in the county which could be mentioned, were not without their mer- 
cantile interests, but their first efforts came so late in the years of the life 
of Vermilion County that they would be out of place in this resume of the 
first mercantile interests in the county. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

FIRST BANKS AND BANKING INTERESTS. 

Although Danville was less than ten years old in 1836, its prospective im- 
portance was such as to warrant the establishing of a branch of the State Bank 
of Illinois at this place. The United States Land Office was here and, while it 
was yet a town little more than in promise, it bid fair to become a place of irn- 
portance. Mr. Mordecia Mobley was sent here to take charge of the new ven- 
ture and rented a small building on the corner south of the public square and 
east of Vermilion street, where he built a stone vault outside the building in 
which he put his safe. Mr. Mobley was a competent and safe business man and 
conducted a safe and very good business. H e  did the entire business himself, 
being president, cashier, teller and clerk. H e  made a gratuitous distribution of 
bank-books among the depositors. This branch did not issue any bills but paid 
the money out of the parent bank. Every thing went prosperously, until the 
crash of 1837, which disorganized all business and put an end to the profits of 
banking here as well as elsewhere. It was a common occurrence at that time 
to have banks fail, and it is no wonder that the branch of the State Bank of 
Illinois at Danville was one of the number. 

Banks failed, bankers disappeared and assets were missing, but it is recorded 
to the credit of Mr. Mobley that in his disappearance, none was defrauded. It 
is perhaps the only instance on record that a banker ran away and no one was 
the loser. The explanation of this is that when business became dull he spent 
much of his time in hunting, and being a lover of good horses he had a good team 
which he used in going away from home frequently. Because of this he could 
disappear one morning with his family and entire assets of his bank without 
causing suspicion. H e  knew that if it was known that a removal of the bank 
was contemplated, measures would be taken to prevent it, and much annoyance 
would ensue. Knowing as well that no one was defrauded by his going, he 
slipped away secretly. 

The next bank was started by an eastern Inan by the name of Cullum. This 
was in 1852, and the bank was one of those known as a stock security bank- 
that is a certain portion of the capital was invested in state stocks, usually in the 
stocks of Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee and other southern states. The 
state of Illinois was bankrupt and had not even paid the interest of its debt for 
fifteen years, so her bonds were not considered bankable, and other bonds were 
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sought. Eastern state stock could not be bought, hence a new bank must buy 
stocks of some southern state. When the rebellion broke out such states could 
not of course pay their bonds, nor even the interest on them, and consequently 
these banks established on this system which had not already failed, succumbed. 
Mr. Guy Merril was appointed cashier of this Cullum bank, and it was located 
in the old frame building. I t  had a capital of $50,000. Later it was removed to 
a building opposite the McCorrnack House. This bank was run successfully for 
three years and then sold to Daniel Clapp who had neither the required capital 
nor the experience to carry it on and in 1856 he failed. As soon as he failed; 
brokers all over the country stood ready to buy his bills at from fifty to seventy 
cents on the dollar. Messrs. Tincher and English, who had for some time been 
carrying on a large and growing business, were Clapp's assignees, and after 
closing up his business opened a private bank. These men were of much ex- 
perience in this vicinity, had sufficient capital for the then state of trade, were 
safe and judicious and enjoyed the full confidence of the people of the entire 
county. This private bank, established in 1856, was the beginning of the well 
known First National Bank of Danville. The first test of their ability to weather 
financial storms came in the year following the establishing of the bank. This 
bank sent the first application received at Washington for a charter under the 
national bank act of 1864, and in 1872 increased the capital to $rso,ooo. They 
went through the panic of 1873 without difficulty. 

The real estate firm of Short and Wright commenced banking in connection 
with its business in about 1865. In 1867, Mr. Abraham Sandusky and Andrew 
Grundy became partners of John C. Short, and continued the business under 
the name of the Exchange Bank of J. C. Short & Co. This firm was interested 
in the development of the coal interests, and in building railroads which at  that 
time were much needed and promised to be remunerative. Because of a variety 
of reasons this bank failed and the Danville Banking and Trust Co. was organ- 
ized on its ruins. This business enterprise, however, was of short duration. 
The Vermilion County Bank -established by W. P. and J. G. Cannon is now the 
well known and trusted Second National Bank. I t  was established in 1873 with 
a capital of $~o,ooo. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

BUILDING ASSOCIATIONS. 

Compiled by J. H. Phillips. 

An act of the legislature approved April 4, 1872, "to enable associations of 
persons to become a body corporate, to raise funds to be loaned only among their 
memhers, having for their object the assistance of persons of small means to se- 
cure homes at about the cost which they must pay per month for rent," was 
a great factor in the building of Danville. The first building association or- 
ganized was in 1873, with W. P. Cannon as  president; William' Giddings as vice 
president; Asa Partlow, secretary; R. A. Short, treasurer, and F. W. Penwell, 
attorney, who with George Wheeler Jones, M. D.. J. H. Miller, 0. S. Stewart, 
W. J. Henry, George Dolon, J. R. Holloway and C. U. Morrison, constituted the 
board of directors. The capital stock was limited to $400,000, and the books 
were closed when 3,313 shares had been subscribed, at $100 each. This was The 
People's Building Association. The  Mechanics' Building and Homestead Asso- 
ciation of Danville, perfected its organization, November 22, 1873, with W. W. 
R. LVoodbury, president; W. A. Brown, vice president; J. H. Phillips, secretary; 
E. H. Palmer, treasurer, and J. W. Jones, attorney. The 2,500 shares of author- 
ized capital stock was duly subscribed. 

The Danville Building and Savings Association was organized August 20, 
1873, will Judge Terry, president; J. G. Holden, vice president; V. LeSeure, 
secretary; A. S. Hawes, treasurer; and J. P. Norvell, attorney. The capital 
stock was $250,000. The officers later became: J. G. Holden, president; Dudley 
Watrous, vice president ; B. E. Bandy, secretary ; A. S. W. Hawes, treasurer ; 
J. P. Norvell, attorney, who with the following composed the board of directors: 
V. LeSeure, C. L. English, C. I<. Miers, C. J. Palmer, J. B. Mann, E. E. Boudin- 
ott and John W. Dale. 

The Danville Benefit and Building Association was chartered June 12, 1874, 
a few days before the act repealing the act authorizing such associations took 
effect. An organization was effected February 28, 1877. with J. G. Holden, presi- 
dent; S. H. Stewart, secretary, and T. S. Parks, treasurer, and twelve directors. 
The authorized capital was $r,ooo,ooo, in shares of $100 each. A second series 
of shares was opened in March, 1879. The assets of this association at its last 
annual statement, March, 1910, were $1,535,534.50. The assets of this asso- 
ciation at its last annual statement, January, 1910, were $487,153.45. In De- 
cember, 1888, The Germania Building Association was organized, on the serial 
plan. Authorized capital, $ro,ooo,ooo. I ts  first officers were: president, G. L. 

\ Kluge1 ; vice president, Gottlieb Maier ; secretary, Carl Winter ; treasurer, A. Es- , 
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slinger; attorney, W. P. Lawrence. The assets of this association were at its 
annual statement, January, 1910, $631,255.96. 

The Building and Loan Associations located in Danville, from the date of 
the organization in 1873, have been phenomenally successful, and of incal- 
culable value to the people. And not only by enabling thousands of families 
to procure their own homes, but also by instilling and fostering in the minds of 
the people the itnportance of saving money. By the last report of the Auditor 
of Public Accounts of the state of Illinois, for the year 1909, the assets of the 
Building and Loan Associations in the entire state, amounted to $58,444,972.52, 
and of that sum, $6,337,553.12, or nearly eleven per cent are held by the asso- 
ciations located in Danville. The three building associations organized in 1873 
issued all their shares as of the same date, and when those shares reached the 
matured value, $100, the association necessarily went out of business, which 
they did in about eight and one-half years, from the date of organization. At 
the session of 1878-79, the Illinois legislature reenacted the building asso- 
ciation law: said act being in force from and after July, I, 1879, and has been 
amended by acts of sundry dates thereafter. In December, 1879, The Equitable 
Building and Loan Association was organized on the serial plan, and with an 
authorized capital of $~,w,ooo. Its officers were William P. Cannon, president; 
Dr. George Wheeler Jones, vice president; Asa Partlow, secretary; John W. 
Giddings, treasurer; F. W. Penwell, attorney: Its assets at its last semi-annual 
statement, August, 1910, were $913,516.16. 

November 18, 1880, The Danville Building Association was organized on 
the serial plan and with an authorized capital of $~o,ooo,ooo. Its officers were 
George W. Hooton, president ; William A. Brown, vice president ; James H. Phil- 
lips, secretary; Ezra A. Leonard, treasurer; and James W. Jones, attorney. Its 
assets at its last semi-annual statement, July, 1910, were $1,870,792.26. 

Contempory with the Danville Building Association, The Vermilion County 
Association was organized on the serial plan, organized capital, $~,OOO,OOO. Its 
officers were J. G. Holden, president; Dudley Watrous, vice president; C. I>. 
English, treasurer; B. E. Bandy, secretary; J. B. Mann, attorney. The assets 
of the association at its last annual statement in January, 1910, were $879,563.54. 
March 21, 1882, The Home Building Association was organized on the serial 
plan. Authorized capital, $5,ooo,m. Its officers were Achilles Martin, presi- 
dent; W. D. Lindsey, vice president; James H. Phillips, secretary; F. W. Pen- 
well, treasurer; W. A. Young, attorney. The monthly payments on each share 
in this association was $~,ooo. This association was very popular from the date 
of its organization, and in eight years its assets were about one-third of a 
million dollars. In November, 1903. The Danville and Home Building Asso- 
ciation, being practically under the same management, and then on the same 
plan, it was voted by the directors of each to merge the two associations and 
wind up the Home. The Home is yet in existence, but its assets, a t  its last 
statement, had been reduced to $19,717.25. 

In November, 1884, The Fidelity Investment and Building Association was 
organized on the same plan, with authorized capital, $~o,ooo,ooo. Its first offi- 
cers were: president, C. H. Giddings, vice president, Louis Platt ; treasurer, C. U. 
Feldkamp; secretary, W. F. E. Gurley; attorney, W. J. Calhoun. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

THE PROFESSION O F  MEDICINE I N  VERMILION COUNTY. 

The profession of medicine in the early days in Vermilion County was not of 
much importance. The healing art was relegated to the Indian doctor and the mid- 
wife. The first physicians recorded as having practice in this region came from 
as far away as Palestine. Absaloill Starr hurt his heel and it did not get bet- 
ter, so he and his family went back to Palestine and there seemed nothing that 
could be done to save the foot. Coming back to Vermilion County an Indian doc- 
tor cured it, ho~vever. The first physicians who made their home in the county 
were Dr. Isaac Smith, Dr. Heyward. Dr. Asa Palmer, Dr. Holmes and Dr. 
IVmd. 

Dr. Isaac Smith built the first house or rather occupied the first building in 
(,eorgetown as an office in which to keep kis little stock of "calomel and jalep, 
d t s  and senna, lancet and forceps." This latter found frequent use since the 
profession of dentistry had not as yet been established. Dr. Smith was a man 
of good education and excellent characteristics. H e  was a sctccessful practitioner 
,lnd found much to do in the treatment of fevers, and other ills incident to a 
pioneer residence in J'ermilion County. T-Iis residetlce was but short, when he 
llloved to Macitiaw. I 

Dr. Asa Palmer located in Danville in about 1825, and became the first 
permanent physician in Vermilion County. His practice extended in every di- 
rection for mavp miles. H e  was an eastern man coining to Vermilion County 
lrom the state of New York. I11 conrlection urith his son he established the 
first drug store in Danville. 

Dr. Heywarcl located in Georgetown in 1829. H e  continued his practice here 
for ten years, after which he moved to his farm in Carroll township where he 
resided until 1871: when he moved to Indianola. In 1831. Dr. Heyward married 
Sarah Barnett, daughter of George Earnett, and sister of the well known Rob- 
ert Barnett. Dr. Heyward. although a politician as well as a physician, did not 
let any thing interfere with his professional work. At the time of his coming 
into the county there were three other physicians here; they were Dr. Palmer, 
Dr. Holmes ant1 Dr. Blood. 

Dr. David Knight was another of these early physicians; so also was Dr. 
IAr. P. Davis. The latter was a practitioner living in Georgetown. 
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Dr. William Fithian came to Vermilion County and located in Danville. He  
was one of the most distinguished physicians ever living in the county. 

Dr. Fithian continued in active practice during almost sixty years after 
coming to Danville. During that time he saw many changes made in both pro- 
fessional and social life. During these years he was, probably as widely known 
as any man in Illinois. H e  was a typical pioneer physician, he would often be 
in the saddle for weeks at  a time, excepting for a very few hours of sleep he 
might snatch at night. H e  made his trips on horseback, keeping from six to 
ten head of horses all in constant work. His practice extended as far west as  
Bloomington, in RlcLean County; south to and into Edgar County; north into 
Iroquois and Kankakee Counties, and at times even to Chicago, and east far into 
the state of Indiana. When he went on these long rides he always had a pack- 
age of tea with him and when he could not get the hot water to make a cup of 
the beverage, he would chew the tea grounds. Dr. Fithian was a politician, as 
well as a physician, and as such he was very well known. He was in the state 
legislature at the time the great appropriations were voted for internal improve- 
ments, and he did his best to keep the legislation from proceeding, seeing but one 
result froin such wild propositions for spending the people's money. 'i,Vhen 
Dr. Fithian found he had not enough influence to stop legislation, he proceeded 
to make the most of his knowledge of the matter ancl had the appropl-iation 
made for the North Cross Railroad, expended on abutn?ents and grading in I'el-- 
milion County. 

With the many physicians in Vermilion County during all the years since 
the coming of Dr. Asa Palmer, there are a few who have distinguished them- 
selves. Dr. Fithian is one of these. Another was Dr. George Wheeler Jones 
who came to Danville just after the close of the Civil war. Dr. Jones had served 
three years as assistant surgeon of the 63rd Regiment, Indiana Volunteers. I-Ie 
went into the army after a very short practice in Terre Haute, Indiana. Dr. 
Jones went to Wabash college and took his training in study of medicine in 
Lind University later Chicago medical college of Northwestern University, from 
which he was graduated in 1861. While in Chicago he took special training 
under Dr. Byiorcl. For two years he was one of the surgeons in charge of the 
field hospitals of the third division of the 23d army corps. He  served with Sher- 
man in the Atlanta campaign, and also in the operations against Hood's arllly 
in Tennessee. He  carried the scars of the wound received as the result of the 
explosion of a shell, as long as he lived. Dr. Jones had a splendid recortl as 
physician and surgeon, both in the army and afterward in general practice. 
When he graduated from the medical college he took the honors of his class, ancl 
his was the prize thesis. The theme of this was the subject so little understood 
at that time, that of inilk sickness. Dr. Jones was very active in his profession, 
being abreast or in some instances, ahead of his time. His practice was not lim- 
ited to his immediate home town, and his reputation as a practitioner was by no 
means altogether local. Dr. Jones was a member of many medical societies. 
among them being the Vermilion County Medical Society, The Illinois Central 
Medical Society, The Chicago Medical Society, The Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety, the Mississippi Valley Medical Society, and the American Medical Society. 
H e  was very active in all these organizations and a tireless worker in every line 
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of professional work. H e  was a delegate to  the International Medical Congress 
at Washington, D. C., in 1888. 

Dr. Jones was an earnest student and a ready worker. H e  was one of 
those rare physicians who seemed to have the healing touch. I t  has been said 
that, although having died years ago, yet is remembered and more often men- 
tioned and quoted than any other physician in Vermilion County. Dr. Jones gave 
his strength and efforts to the practice of his profession among his friends and 
.,vhen his health failed, and he was obliged to go to the Bermuda Islands to re- 
cuperate, 11e (lied, January, 1895. 

The advance in the profession of nletlicine has been rapid and far reach- 
ing cluring the last few years. One in particular of the resident physicians has 
tnade a good record in his special work so that he is said to be one of the six 
?hysicians of the state outside of Chicago who have won distinction in his 
part;cular line. 

Dr. W. A. Cochrane takes the line of bacteriological findings. He has been 
\\;orking in this line of investigation for four o r  more years, and being a true 
scientist, feels that he has but just begun to study. Dr. Cochrane has been treat- 
ing tuberculosis with tuberculin for several years using the opsonic index. H e  
carries on a line of original investigation with painstaking care and promises 
to reach greater distinction. Dr. Cochrane n~akes all diagnosis of infectious diseases 
according to the Wassermann reaction. While there are other physicians who 
use the microscope, and may become experts yet it is safe to predict that Dr. 
Cochrane will distinguish hin~self and reflect credit on Vermilion County even 
to a greater extent in the future in the line which he is following. 

Some of the physicians coming to Vermilion County before 1840 were Dr. 
Davis, Dr. Holmes, and Dr. A. M. C. Halves. After this date there were Dr. 
J. R. Holloway, Dr. Samuel 13. Vredenburg, and Dr. \V. D. Craig. 

The first of these three settled in Salem, the second settled in Xewtolvn and 
lived there for many years, a country practitioner, who learned the ills to which 
this region was subjected and by constant practice was enabled to find the best 
way of effecting cures. Dr. Craig, Dr. A. H. Kin~brougl~, and Dr. Cloycl all 
were located in Georgetoivn. Dr. Wilkins was another practitioner of New- 
town. Dr. Porter, Dr. Ralston, Dr. J. 1-1. Farris. Dr. Sn~i th  and Dr. Griffin 
\rere here in about that time. Another of the early physicians who locate in 
Newton was Dr. O'Ferrell. One of the nlen living in Danville who as a boy 
hat1 his hoine not far from Newtown, tells with a kind recollection of holv Dr. 
O'Ferrell is inseparately connected wit11 the old gray horse he rode when go- 
ing on his professional work. T o  this man Dr. O'Ferrell seemed to spend his 
entire time on that one horse. The tribute paid to this oldtime physician and 
his personal care of the sick is well worth the discomforts of that early day 
riding around the cottntry to  heal the sick. 

A little later Ridge Farm added to the list of  physiciails in Vermilion County 
the names of Dr. McCaffey. Dr. A. A. Sulcer, Dr. G. R. Steele. and Dr. W. R. 
Nash. 

Dr. S. W. Jones was a popular physician in Catlin before he moved to Dan- 
ville where he is yet living. The two Drs. Humphrey were located in Danville 
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at an early date and were quite well liked practitioners. Dr. Balsch (Georgetown), 
Dr. John R. Livingood (Rossville), and Dr. J. M. Bauin (Indianola), were all 
prominent in the profession while they were at work. Dr. R. Vandoren, Dr. 
John E. Eutz (Potoinac). Dr. S. T. Smith (Oakwood), Drs. J. L. Hull, Wm. 
Porter (Higginsville) . 

The Vermilion County Medical Society has been in existence for years 
but interest was lagging or perhaps was at a very low ebb as indications would 

1 
show when in 1897 the society took on a new lease of life. I t  was at this meet- 
ing that the following physicians were present and a new society or rather the 
old one nas  given new life : Drs. Brown, Fairhall, T. E. Walton, S. C. Clidden. 
R. Gillett, P. H. Barton, Mr. H. Paul, 11. L. Horn, M. A. Cochran, J. W. Moore. 
15. E. Clar and J. 11. Wright. The date of this meeting was Noven~ber 12. 

1897. This qociety has prospered and now counts about one hundred ~nembers. 
In the hpring of 1003, the Vermilion County i\Iedical Society becanle af- 

filiated with the Illinois State Medical Society, and the nlembers of the Ver- a 

 nili ion County were also illembers of the State Medical Society. That implie5 
a stack that can work in both direction fo1- the best interests of all concerned 
the members of one of the societies ought to be the meinbei- of both to do the 
most ivith eithet-. The members of the Vernlilion County Medical Society are in 
large majority residents of Danville. 3 

The Danville l'leclical society is another society nlore in the nature of a 
c.lub. Thi> i.; the outgroivth of the desire on the part of a limited number of 
physicians to d c  post graduate work. The menlbership is so far limited to 
twenty and co;nprise those who are anxious to advance in the profession. This 
society holds semi-monthly meetings, one of which is of a social nature. They 
have rooms nicely fitted up in the Tenlple building and have constantly on file 
all of the best medical journals puhlishecl in any language. A librarian is in 

' 

ronstant attendance and everything done to aid ant1 encourage each in the ad- 
vancing i~~ethotls and tlleans of the medical profession. 

The Aescuiapian Societj. of the Mississippi Valley has as n~embers one 01. 

t \ \n of the I-)an~ille physicians. Dr. E. B. Coolley was president of the society 
in 1910. Dr. Coolley is one of Danville's physicians. 

In the cad) (lays of \ erinilion County tlrl~gs ant1 inedicitles were a part of 
the stock in tt;~tlc of the practicing physician. 'There was no need of a store 
~vhere one \\.oultl go to buy his own drugs. 'I'he fields and woods furnished 
hiinple helps to health a11d the doctor did the rest. r l  little later the demand for 
quinine, calonxl, and other necessities of life in the Wabash valley, was met by 
the sale of these independently first in the general store and later from a stock 
of theis olvn. Since the general store soltl tlrt~gs, just as the department stores 
now sell them, long before drug stores were known, it is difficult to establish a 
date when the trade began, ant1 the history of the drug trade in ITermilion county 
mt~st of necessity become a history of the trade in Danville. The pioneer drug 
store in Danville was the \yell known Woodbury store which has been in business 
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continuously for nearly fifty-one years. Last winter this store celebrated the 
fiftieth year of its existence. 

When W. W .  R. Woodbury returned to Danville after having finished his 
studies in Rush Medical College, in 1850, he became a druggist. His partner 
was James A. D. Sconce. Mr. Sconce had been in the drug trade for six years, 
and the young physician, who wanted to try a partnership with him, paid $563,6. 
The firm had to pay the enormous sum of $75 per year for rent. Danville's pop- 
ulation a t  this time was 736. All n~erchandise came by way of the Wabash rives 
to Perrysville o r  Covington, Indiana, thence was hauled across country. There 
bvere no  traveling men at that time, and all the drugs must needs be bought by the 
proprietor going t o  the eastern cities once o r  tivice per year. The amount of 
sales of this firm can be estimatecl by the bill yet in existence from one firm of a 
purchase a t  one semi-annual trip of $2,000. Their customers came from fifty 
miles in every direction. The firm of Sconce and IVoodbury did business for 
three years and then Mr. Sconce sold his interest to Stephen Mires and John \V. 
r e .  The firm name became Woodbury & Co., and this arrangement continued 
for four years. Meanwhile the population of Danville increased. In 1857, 
another change in the firm name put the business under the entire charge of Mr. 
Wooclbury, and from that time until 1885 the store was the ?V. IV. R. Woodbury 
store. In  1860 the population of Danville was 1,632 which ten years before this 
time was but 736. In 1885 the firm name changed once more, becolning A. G. 
Woodbury. In  1903 the Woodbury Drug Co. was formed and the business has 
been done under this name ever since. 

Just after the war the Jones Bros.' drug store was opened at the corner of 
Main and Hazel streets. This building was put up for  the purpose of housing 
the store and it yet remains standing, having been used for a drug store for forty 
years. This firm comprised Dr. George Wheeler Jones and his brother, James 
S. Jones o r  "Jim," as he was familiarly called. Dr. Jones practiced in Danville 
and the country surrounding, and his brother who was a fine business man, con- 
ducted the drug store. This firm was continued until the death of the younger 
brother. The stock ancl building were sold to Waterman and Irwin, w11o 
continued the business. In 1874 there were four drug stores in DanviIle. 
They were Woodbury's Jones Bros.', E. E. Boudinot, and E. C. Winslom. B a u d s  
made the fifth. The Baum drug store calne to Danville in that year. The nest 
year Irwin and Watennan sold out, and in a year ancl a half, Franz came. The 
Franz drug store was on Vermilion street above North street. H e  sold out to 
'Taylor & Bso. 8 Genung. I t  was a t  this time that Kesper on Washington ave.. 
moved to Georgetown. Dixon succeeded Hakey on East Main street. Stickrod 
clerked for Sungesser on Vermilion street. Lindsey had a store on Logan ave. 
and sold out to  Gus Hall. GLIS Hall, on north Vernlilion street, sold to Mr. 
Thomas. Kesper started a store out by the Junction and sold out to klr. Ed- 
wards. \Vinslow sold his stock to Stebe and he sold to Johnson. 3Iorrow bought 
out Nungesser ancl Carter and shippetl the stock out of town. Ircilin sold his 
store to John Boudinot, wko kept it for a time ancl in turn sold it  to Johnson. and 
Irwin bought it back, and later sold it to Overman. Franz sold his store, on 
Vermilion street, to  a man from Milford, who in turn sold t o  the Owen-Ranep 
firm. J. W. Plaster, of the firm of Plaster Drug Co., started hi5 store, and 
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has been running it continuously since. The Baum drug store started in Marsh- 
field, Indiana, being a branch store from Covington, Indiana. In  1874, a branch 
store was started a t  Gibson City and moved t o  ~ a n v i l l e .  This drug store was 
housed in the room on Vermilion street, owned by D. Gregg, for  four years and 
two months, at the end of which time it was moved into the Daniels building, 
where it remained twelve years. In  1818, Mr. Baum put up the building where 
he is a t  present. This is one of the best buildings in eastern Illinois. I t  is abso- 
lutely fire proof, being built entirely of steel and stone. 

HOSPITALS. 

LAKEVIEW. 

In  December, 1892, Herinan Schuckai, Chas. A. Crane, Horace Reed, M. S. 
Erown, C. H. Little, John A. Griffin, Hiram Woods, C. L. Hawley, Thos. L. 
Spellinan applied for and received a charter for the formation of the Protestant 
Hospital Association, afterwards changed to Lake View Hospital Association. 

They rented a building on East Fairchild street where they cared for patients 
until the present building was completed ancl formally dedicated March 12, I&$. 
The present building has a capacity of 40 beds with a modern operating room ancl 
a complete sterilizing plant. They treat 300 to 400 patients a year and number 
some of the best physicians and surgeons of the city on their staff. The hospital 
maintains a training school for nurses containing a three-year course of instruc- 
tion in nursing and the care of patients. The school has 46 graduates who clo 
private nursing ancl ro young ladies in training at present. 

ST. ELIZAUETII. 

The St. Elizabeth hospital was establisl~ecl in Danville in 1882, August I .  I t  
was housed in a frame building but soon outgrew that. I n  1888, it was put into 
the new building where more conveniences could be hacl. This was the only 
hospital in Vermilion County fo r  inany years and the good clone by the faithful 
sisters can never be estimated. In  IF, the west wing was addecl and the effi- 
ciency of the hospital was increased. Eut yet there was not enough room for all 
the calls inade up on the care demanded. In 1904 another addition was made and 
since that time the hospital has been complete. The b~~i ld ing  is large airy, and 
well furnished. I t  is well lighted, all the rooms being pleasant and so arranged 
as to make them perfectly sanitary. Every care is taken and there is no better 
equipped hospital in the country than the St. Elizabeth at Danville. The capacity 
of this hospital a t  this time is one hundred and twenty-five patients. The loca- 
tion on the corner of Green and Elizabeth streets is one of advantage. I t  is away 
from the noise and confttsion of the down town stores and yet is not far away 
from travelled streets. The trolley runs within a block of the door and the situa- 
tion is quite favorable. The St. Elizabeth hospital is an institution of which Dan- 
ville may well be proud and for which the whole county needs be very thankful. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

THE BENCH AND EAR-THE FEDERAL COURT. 

T H E  BENCH A N D  BAR. 

When Illinois was admitted to the Union as a state, the territory which now 
comprises Vermilion County, was practically uninhabited, with the possible ex- 
ception of a few hunters and trappers who had no perinanent places of abode. 
Crawford County a t  that time extended from its present southern boundary as 
f a r  north as the Wisconsin line, including in its jurisdiction the entire eastern 
section of the state. The county seat was located at Palestine, a small town on 
the ?Vabash river at the foot of Lahlotte creek. 

Whenever the inhabitants in any locality becaine sufficiently numerous, the 
old county was divided, and a new one struck off. So it was, that in the latter 
part of 1818 Clark County was created from the northern and more unsettled 
portion of Crawford. Aurora, the county seat, was a little village on the 
IVabash river. In 1823 Clark County in turn was divided, and all north of its 
present northern limits was ternled Edgar County, with the county seat at Paris. 
By 1826 there were a number of settlers along the JTennilion river. A new 
c o ~ u ~ t y  was therefore organized and called \Termilion. 

At that time Vermilion County extended over the territory now included 
in the counties of Champaign, Iroquois and Ford; also a large portion of 
I,ivingston, Grundy and Will. But as the population increased, these counties 
were cut off until in 7859 Vernlilion had assumed the proportions which it 
still maintains. 

The act of the General Assembly which established Vermilion County, also 
provided for the appointment of three commissioners whose duty it was to  
determine upon a suitable location for a county seat. I t  was further proviclecl 
that the owners of such land as might be selected by the commission, shoultl 
donate a t  least twenty acres to the county. The county was empowered t o  
have a sale of such land, the proceeds to be employed in the erection of the 
necessary county buildings. The con~missioners selected a place about six miles 
\vest of Danville along the Salt Fork river. The lessee of the land, ho\vever, 
refused to surrender the requisite twenty acres. A new cornnlission was con- 
sequently appointed by the governor, and on January 31, 1827. recomn~encled 
that the county seat be located on the east of the North Fork and north of the 
Vermilion rivers upon lands donated by Dan W. Beckwith and Guy W. Smith. 
The recommendation met with approval, and the county seat was located a t  
its present site, and the town given the name "Danville." 
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The population of most of the counties was very small, and the amount of 
legal business correspondingly small. I t  was therefore provided under the con- 
stitution of 1818 to have one circuit judge for each circuit, which was composed 
of several counties. All the judges were selected by a joint ballot of both 
branches of the General Assembly and held office during good behavior. 

The first court held in this county was by Judge James A. Wattles, March 
6, 1826, a t  the house of James D. Butler, located on what is now the main 
street of Catlin. In  1827 Judge William IVilson held court at the houses of 
Asa Elliott, in Butler's Point, and Amos Williams, which was located within 
the limits of Danville, the new county seat. The first court house, which was 
completed in 1829, was a small, incommodious structure, situated on the south- 
west corner of the square. The rapidly increasing legal business soon rendered 
it entirely inadequate. Plans were made for a larger and better building, but 
it was not until 1833, however, that a new brick court house was constructed 
on the northeast corner of the square. The new building was two stories in 
height and about fifty feet square. The lower floor was used for the court 
room, the second floor for the jury rooms, and a few of the county offices. 

There was no provision in the constitution of 1818 for a county judge. 
The probate work of the county was transacted before a probate justice of 
the peace. Amos Williams, who held many offices of public trust, served in 
that capacity from 1826 until 1837. H e  was succeeded by Norman D. Palmer, 
who held the office until the adoption of the constitution of 1848, which placed 
the jurisdiction of probate matters in a county judge. 

Since the legal business arising in any county at this time wai. so small, i t  
was the custom for attorneys to itinerate the circuit attending the holdings of 
court a t  the various .county seats. Many men of ability and prominence ap- 
peared regularly at the sessions of court held in Verinilion County. One of 
the most successful and popular of the non-resitlent attorneys was Abraham 
Lincoln, who, although living in Springfield, did an extensive business in this 
county. Judge Treat, who later served as a federal judge, held court in Ver- 
milion County during the 'forties. The names of E. D. Baker who later served 
a term as governor of Oregon, Judge David Davis, of the United States Su- 
preme Court and United States Senate, Usher I;. Linder, Leonard P. Sweat 
and D. W. Voorhees, stand out preeminent as the leading practitioners of their 
day. 

The construction of numerous railroads and the development of the water 
route around the Great Lakes, n~aking the markets of the more settled east 
accessible to the western producers. tended to draw home-seekers to the fertile 
fields of Illinois. Therefore, by 1848, the legislators deenled it necessary to 
adopt a new constitution to meet the changed conditions due to the great in- 
crease in population and the increased commercial activity. The new constittl- 
tion provided for a supreme court, composed of three judges elected by the 
people for a term of nine years at a salary of twelve hundred dollars a year. 
The General Assembly was to divide the state into nine judicial circuits, each 
of which would include several counties, and would be presided over bv a 
circuit judge elected by the people, and who 1 ~ 2 s  to serve for a term of 
years, at a salary of one thousand dollars a year. Provision was made fol- a 
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state's attorney in each circuit whose term of office was to be for four years. 
Jurisdiction over all probate matters was given to a county judge to be elected 
by the people of each county for four years. 

The first circuit judge elected for the fourth circuit, which included the 
counties of Coles, Douglas, Champaign, Piatt, Rloultrie, XSacon and Vermilion, 
was the Honorable David Davis, who occupied the bench from 1849 until 1861. 
He was succeeded by the Honorable Oliver L. Davis, who held the office until 
June, 1866, when he resigned to resume active practice, Judge James Steele 
being appointed by the governor to finish out the unexpired term. 

Joseph G. Cannon was twice elected to the office of state's attorney, holrl- 
ing that position fro111 1860 until 1868. Mr. Cannon was a resident of Tuscola, 
where he practiced law until 1872, when he was elected to congress. In 1876 
he removed to Danville, and since that time has represented his district almost 
co~ltinuously. 

When the Civil war broke out in 1861, three of the then practicing attorneys 
responded to the call for volunteers-Col. Oscar F. Harmon, Capt. \Villian~ 
W. Fellows and Lieut. liaytnond Mr. Hanford. The two first named of these 
brave soldiers met their death after three years of honorable service at the 
battle of Kenesaw Mountain June 27, 1864. Lieut. Hanford was captured at 
Trenton, Tennessee, and paroled. 

During the war Danville was the scene of several outbreaks, in which two 
or three lives were lost. Criminal proceedings were instituted, however, in 
but one case-that of the killing of Mr. Lamin-and the crimes went unpun- 
ished except for private retribution. 

Immediately after the war, Danville took on a nlore rapid growth. Tlle 
Chicago, Danville & Vincennes, ant1 what is now the Peoria division of the 
Big Four railroads, were all built at about this time. The output of the coal 
fields around the city was coilsequently greatly increased, since a reatly market 
was obtainable for all the coal produced. The rising ilnportance of Danville 
as a business and co~llnlercial center attracted. anlong other business and pro- 
fessional men, a number of young lawyers who were looking for a suitable 
location. Some of  these Illen have had long and honorable careers in their 
chosen profession and their names are familiar to all of us. 

One of the first ant1 most active was J. B. Mann, who was admitted to 
practice in 1867, and formed a partnership with Judge 0. L. Davis. Mr. hlann 
was the first city attorney of Danville, elected in 1867. -After Judge 0. L. 
Ilavis returned to the bench in 1873, Mr. 3Iann entered into partnership with 
the Iionorable W. J. Calhoun and D. C. Frazier, which firm was one of the 
strongest in this section of the country. In 1892 he removed to Chicago, where 
he remained until 1902, when he returned to this city and resumed his practice. 
Mr. Mann is one of the most honored and respected members of the bar, and 
at present holds the position of corporation counsel of the city of Danville. 

The Honorable W. J. Calhoun commenced the practice of law in 1875 with 
J. l3. Mann, and was eminently successful. H e  left this city in 1899 for Chi- 
cago, which offered a better field for a Inan of his ability. He continued as 
a successful practitioner until 1910, when President Taft  selected him as United 
States minister to China. 
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The Honorable Ferdinand Bookwalter located at Danville in 1872, and after 
twenty years as a successful practitioner, was elected to the circuit bench. where 
he served from 1891 until his death in 1902. 

Another attorney who spent many years in active practice was Judge D. D. 
Evans, who came here in 1865. H e  was elected county judge for two succes- 
sive terms from 1882 until 18go. H e  continued in the practice until his death 
in 1910. 

Among other prominent attorneys who located in Danville at this period 
(but who, because of the brevity of this article, can no more than be men- 
tioned), were Hiram Blackburn, who served a term as state's attorney and as 
a member of the General Assembly; Peter Walsh, who also served a term as 
state's attorney; the Honorable W. R. Lawrence, who until recently was a 
federal judge in Oklahoma; the Honorable Joseph W. Jones, at one time state's 
attorney and now serving as circuit judge at S~OLIX Falls, South Dakota; C. 11. 
Swallow; Frank Penwell; Capt. E. Winter; George G. Mabin; G. Mr. Salmans; 
and G. F. Coburn, all of whom have enjoyed an enviable reputation for honesty 
and integrity. 

The court ho~tse of Vermilion County has been the scene of many hard 
fought legal battles, some of which have aroused intense public interest, filling 
the court room with excited listeners from the beginning of a case to its close, 
while some have dealt with the most profound and difficult principles of the 
law. 

The longest drawn out, and one of the most interesting litigations arising 
in this county, was a suit involving the right of an eleelnosynary corporation 
to rent for profit the corporate property, after the corporation had ceased to 
do business under its charter. In 1850 the Danville Seminary was incorporated 
under the act of 1849 for the purpose of establishing and conducting institutions 
of learning. The organization was effected and carried on by ~nembers of the 
Methodist church. The scliool (which was called the Red Seminary) was 
located on two acres of ground at the northwest corner of Main and Pine 
streets. The Presbyterians immediately got together and erected the White 
Seminary at the northeast corner of Vermilion and Seminary streets. Both 
schools were highly efficient and a credit to their supporters. Nevertheless, the 
most bitter rivalry developed between the adherents of the two schools. Fre- 
quent quarrels and harsh words were indulged in between the two factions. 
The climax was reached when G. W. Cassidy of the Methodists, wrote an 
article attacking Dr. Fithian of the Presbyterians. Dr. Fithian brought a sttit 
for libel and recovered a judgment which he collected. For a number of 
years thereafter Mr. Cassidy listed for taxation, among his other properties, 
"the character of Dr. Fithian, valued at $400.'' ~vhich Mr. Cassidy claimed he 
had bought and paid for. 

After the introduction of the present public school system, there was no 
further need for the seminaries and they were abandoned. The red seininary 
was leased to the school trustees and used as a grade school. Thereupon, in 
1876, Mrs. Melissa Lemon who was the grantor of the property to the corpora- 
tion, brought a bill in equity by her attorneys, R. D. McDonald and Mann & 
Calhoun, praying to have the property reconveyed to her and a judgment of 
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ouster against the corporation, which had ceased to  do business under its char- 
ter. D. D. Evans, representing the defendant, demurred to the bill. The court 
sustained the demurrer. The upper court reversed the decision, and sent the 
case back for trial. In the meantime, the Danville Seminary was again used as 
a school, as provided in its charter. The  case was dropped for a while, but 
when the corporation again endeavored to use the premises for other than 
educational purposes, the suit was reinstated. R. D. McDonald again repre- 
sented the plaintiff, assisted by W. R. Lawrence. D. D. Evans represented the 
defendant, assisted by Mann & Calhot~n. The court found for the plaintiff 
and the decree was upheld by the upper court in 1892, the case having been 
on the docket for seventeen years. 

In  1876, the case of Mary Jane Mann vs. David S. Blackburn rvas brought 
to this county, by a change of venue, from Edgar County. The action was one 
for a breach of promise for marriage and aroused the greatest interest in this 
and in Edgar County. The parties to the suit were members of two of the 
most prominent fanlilies in Edgar County, the defendant being considered a 
very wealthy man. The plaintiff was represented by D. W. Voorhees, the 
Honorable R. N. Eishop of Paris, and J. E. Mann. The counsel for defendant 
were Major Jonathan Gordon of Indianapolis, the Honorable William Mack of 
Terre Haute, the Honorable Henry S. Van Sellar of Paris, and Peter VCTalsh 
of Danville. There was a verdict and Judgment for $rg,ooo for the plaintiff 
which was then a record in such a case. I t  was in this case that Major Gordon 
created a great sellsation by what is known among lawyers as "dropping the 
pigeon" on Mr. Voorhees, refusing to reply to the opening arguinent of the 
plaintiff which was made by J. B. Mann. Tlle defense feared the terrible 
effect of the well known eloquence of Mr. Vmrhees. The latter has inany 
times told his friends that it was his belief that had he been allowed to address 
the jury, his a rp~rnent  would have been the best of his life. After taking a 
long course through the courts, the plaintiff collected her judgment in full. 

One of the most iil~portant cases which ever caine before Judge Eookrvalter 
was the case of James P. Fletcher vs. Walter C. Tuttle, county clerk, reported 
in 151 Ill. 41. In that case Mr. Fletcher, a republican. was a canditlate for 
the legislature, and he filed a bill in the circuit court for injunction claiining that 
the act of 1893, apportioning the state into senatorial districts was unconsti- 
tutional, and asking that Mr. Tuttle, as county clerk of Vermilion county, be 
restrained from issuing or causing to be posted notices of election according to  
that act, and asking that the old district be recognized instead of the one es- 
tablished t~nder the new act. I t  attracted more than local attention because of 
the fact that it affected every district in the state and was, in its nature, a 
political issue between the republican and democratic parties, and the prominent 
politicians of the state took an active interest in the matter and soine of the 
ablest attorneys in the state were engaged in the case. Those representing 
Mr. Fletcher were George Hunt, formerly attorney general of the state. Wil- 
liam J, Calhoun and Mr. E. S. Smith. Those representing the defense were 
hiorris T. RiIaloney. then attorney general of the state, T .  J. Scofield, M. L. 
Newell, James hf. Graham and S. G. Wilson, then state's attorney of Vermilion 
county. The argument in the case took a large range and covered the under- 
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lying constitutional questions. The proitlinent newspapers of the state took 
great interest in the case and had their reporters here to take all of the speeches 
and the opinion of the court in shorthand and a full report of the proceedings 
was telegraphed daily to the leading Chicago newspapers as well as other large 
newspapers in the state. Judge Bookwalter finally decided that, since the suit 
was brought in a court of chancery, complainant was not entitled to any relief 
because a court of chancery had no jurisdiction over a political question, and 
this holding of Judge Bookwalter was afterwards sustained by the suprerne 
court. 

The People of the State of Illinois vs. Davis was a case brought from Cook 
County to Vermilion on a change of venue. \V. J. Davis was indicted for man- 
slaughter for the alleged killing of Vivian Jackson in the Iroquois Theater 
at Chicago, December 30, 1903. J. J. Haley, W. Barber, J. W. Keeslar, \V. T. Gunn 
and George T. Buckingham represented the People, and Levy Mayer, Alfred 
Austrian and W. J. Callioun, of Chicago, and J. B. Mann, of Danville, and 
Isaac Craig, of Mattoon, defended. The Honorable E. R. E. Kimbrough was 
the presiding judge. Over two hundred witnesses had been brought from Chi- 
cago to testify for the People. After the jury has been sworn, and while the 
first witness was testifying, the court ruled that the State should introduce the 
fire ordinance of the city of Chicago upoa the violation of ~vhich ~nanslaughter 
was charged. The ordinance was objected to as void on the grounds that. 
first, it did nut enclose the territory suposed to be included; second, the ordi- 
nance was uncertain; third, the ordinance was cliscriminative ( a )  by its ter~ii. 
placing heavier burdens on theaters than on other buildings, (b) by applying 
unequally to theaters, (c) including only part of the theaters in the city, (d) by 
having arbitrary boundaries. If it was void, the State had no case; if valid they 
had a case to go before the jury. On the opening objection, Levy Meyer talked 
three days. Mr. Keeslar and Mr. Buckingham replied in one day. Mr. Mayer, 
Mr. Mann and Mr. Calhoun rejoined in another day. The court held the ordi- 
nance void, and directed the jury the acquit the defendant. The universal opinion 
was that while the fire was a most terrible thing, that as a legal proposition the 
defendant was guilty of no crime. 

The Danville Water Con~pany vs. the City of Danville. On January 17, 1895, 
the city council of the city of Danville, conceiving that the rates which were 
charged by the Water Company for  hydrant rentals, and also the rates to private 
consumers, were too high, passed two ordinances which effected a reduction of 
the rate which were fixed in the original ordinances passed by the city council 
in 1882, and certain amendatory ordinances passed from time to time, by the 
terms- of which additional fire hydrants were located and rented. 

In  1895 the number of hydrants rented by the city was one hundred and 
fifty-eight. By the terms of the old ordinances, the rentals varied from $75 
per annum for the first one hundred to $62.50 for the next forty, and 
$50 per annum for the excess. By the new ordinances the price of the first 
one hundred and forty was fixed at $50 per annum, and for the others above 
that number, at $40. This being considered by the Water Company as an in- 
vasion of the terms of its contract, began suit in the circuit court by their at- 
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torneys, I\*. R. Lawrence and J. B. Mann, for the water rental a t  the old rents, 
for the first quarter ensuing after the passage of the ordinance. 

T o  this contention and position of the ii'ater Company, the city, by George 
1;. Rearick, its attorney, replied that by the new ordinance in question, the rates 
had been fixed at a less sum, and that the rates fixed in the first ordinances were 
not unalterable for the full term of the thirty years which was the length of the 
franchise, and that the city llacl the right, from time to time, so often as be- 
came necessary, to regulate the rates, both as to the public consumption and to 
private consumer>, so long as the price was not reduced below what was just 
ancl reasonable con~pensation for the services rendered. 

The Honorable Ferdinand Eookwalter decided in favor of the Water Com- 
pany and held that the original ordinances constituted an irrevocable contract, 
and, thereiore, the new ordinances were invalid, and gave j~zdgment for the full 
amount claimed, 011 the basis of the old rates. 

T l ~ s  cit! appealed to the Supreme Court of the state. This court a t  the 
first hearing. decidecl by a divided court of four to three, in favor of the con- 
tention of the \\Tater Company. but afterwards granted a rehearing, and the 
case wa- I-eargued by oral argument. After this rehearing. the court reversed 
its former position, and by a division of four judges against three, decided that 
the content1011 of the city was right, and that the original ordinances did not con- 
stitute a contract for the unalterable rate fixed for the term of thirty years in 
atlvance, but constitutecl only a rate ivhich was prima facie valid until it was 
attacked ancl qho11r11 to be unreasonable. 

r .  

[ h e  ca-e being reversed by the supreme court of thia state, was sent back 
10 the circuit court, with directions to sustain the city's contention. The  cir- 

court dicl this. and the water company then perfected an appeal to the 
wpreme court of the state which confirmed its former opinion. Then the 
water company perfected a11 appeal to the supreme court of the United States, 
\\,here tilt. yanie question was again urgetl, viz.: that the new ordinances violated 
tllat sectin11 of the United States constitution \vhich prohibits any ordinance 
impairing all! obligation of a contract. 

Meanwhile similar controversies hail arisen in the municipality of Rogers 
l'ark and in 111e city o f  Freeport, antl the three cases involving the same gen- 
c~ral principle.; \vcre hearci and consitlered by thc United States supreme court 
at  the same time. The Water Company was reprebentecl by I\.. R. Lawrence, 
-1.  13. Matln, Alexander t-lurnphrev.; ant1 \iilliam Davics; the city, by George F. 
llearick and John Lewman. 

This court after full consideratiori tlecicled by a divided court of five to four, 
tliat the city did llrive the right from time to  time to  regulate the rates, and that 
the old ordinance, did not have the force of an unalterable contract. The de- 
c~sion of the ljnitetl State5 s ~ ~ p r e m c  court was handetl down 3iarcll 25, 1 9 1 .  

The case \ \as,  therefore, in the courts for over six years. 
I t  settled a very important principle governing the relation between public 

senrice corporationi antl the public. ~ i z . :  That the busilless of such corporation 
being impressetl ivith the public interests, the public have the right to fix the 
charges to be made by such corporation, but with this limitation, that the price 
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so fixed must always be just and reasonable both t o  the public and the con- 
sumer on the one hand, and the corporation furnishing the service, on the 
other. 

The court house erected in 1833 was destroyed by fire in 1872 and it was the 
belief of many that the fire was incendiary, as the old building had become an 
eyesore to  some of the more progressive residents of the city. The present court 
house was completed in 1876. During its construction, court was held in the 
opera house a t  the corner of Vermilion and North streets. The  new structure 
was a very imposing one for that time, but it has also served its day of use- 
fulness and is soon to give way to a larger and more handsome edifice. 

The Honorable 0. L. Davis returned t o  the circuit bench in 1873, and served 
faithfully for twelve years, after which he practiced until his death in 1892. 

The Honorable Jacob W. Wilkin moved to  this city from Marshall, in 
1885. Judge Wilkin had served one term as a circuit judge in this circuit, and 
had just been reelected. In 1888 he aspired to the position of supreme justice 
of the state of Illinois and was elected. H e  filled that position honorably and 
well until his death in 1907. 

The unexpired term of Judge Wilkin on the circuit bench was filled by 
Judge Vail, of Decatur. In 1891, the Honorable Ferdinand Bookwalter was 
elected to  the bench and served until 1902. 

At  present the Vermilion County bar numbers over one hundred, including 
in its membership some of the ablest and best known attorneys in the state of 
Illinois. 

The Honorable E. R. E. Kimbrough is m e  of the most respected; he located 
here in 1876 and practiced until called to the circuit bench in 1902, which office 
he still holds, having been reelected in 1909. 

The Honorable Morton W. Thompson con~inencecl the practice of law in 
1884. H e  was appointed county judge in 1897 and elected to that position the 
following year. Judge Thompson was elected circuit judge in 1903 and re- 
elected in IW. 

One of the best and most eloquent lawyers of whntn Verrr,i!lnr? County 
boasts is George T. Buckingl~am, who, though now removed to  Chicago, is 
looked upon as a native son. 

George F. Rearick enjoys a most enviable reputation and is a inan of sterling 
worth. H e  ranks as one of the best lawyers that Vermilion County has 
produced. 

0. M. Jones is recognized as a man of exceptional ability, his demeanor 
and eloquence rendering him extremely effective before a jury. 

H. M. Steely came to Danville from Hoopeston in 1892 and enjoys a large 
and extensive practice. 

The Honorable Isaac A. Love, county judge from 1go6 to 1909 is again en- 
gaged in active practice in this city. 

The Honorable Charles A. Allen, of Hoopeston, and Senator Martin B. 
Bailey, of Danville, have gained state wide prominence as members of the 
state legislature. 

Among the younger well known attorneys are the Honorable S. Murray 
Clark, one time county judge; Frank Lindley ; James A. Meeks, master in chan- 
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cery; A. A. Partlow, who served six years as master in chancery; Ex-Senator 
Wm. A. Acton; John Lewman, the present state's attorney; the Honorable 
Lawrence T. Allen, cmnty judge, and Honorable Clinton Abernathy, who, 
though not a illember of the bar, has been elected to the newly created office of 
probate judge. 

THE FEDERAL COURT. 

history of '17ermilion County or  of the city of Danville would not be 
complete, at this time, without at least a brief mention of the United States 
circuit and district courts for the eastern district of Illinois, of which district 
Vermilion County is a part. The history of the federal courts at Danville dates 
back to about the time of the erection of the present old "federal" building on 
the northwest corner of Vermilion and Harrison streets. Lawyers and men of 
business interests had long felt the need of, and advantage to be derived froin 
the location of a federal court at Danville. Prior to the organization of the 
eastern district of Illinois, Vermilion County was a component part of the 
southeri~ district of Illinois, lvith the seat of the courts at Springfield. While 
it was apparent that changes were necessary, it was not deemed advisable to 
establish a new division of the then southern district of Illinois, but on July 2, 
1890, a bill was passed by the national congress providing that a session of 
United States circuit and district courts for the southern district of Illinois 
should be held at Danville, beginning on the first BIonday of May of each year. 
Accordingly when the bill was introduced in congress, which was passed on 
3Tarch 3, 1891, appropriating money with which to  erect a post office building 
at Danville, the necessary steps were taken to provide adequate quarters and 
accoilln~odations for  the federal courts which were then expected to be held. 
Provisions were nlade for a deputy clerk and a deputy United States marshal 
to be permanently located here. I t  was oilly expected that the other officers 
of the courts would be at Danville when the courts were in session as was 
provided, twice each year. And such, for inany years, was the case. 

By reason of the growth in population as well as the industrial growth of  
the state, and the increase of b~lsiness in the federal courts as then established 
in Illinois, it eventually becan~e evident that a reorganization of the districts 
of the state was necessary. So, after extensive consideration by the then fed- 
eral judges, the several congressmen and the senators froin the state, a plan 
was agreed upon whereby the state was to be redistricted and three districts 
to be formed instead of two. 

On h,Iarch 3d, 1905, a bill n7as passed by congress providing in part as fol- 
lotvs: "That there shall be, and hereby is, created, an additional judicial dis- 
trict in the state of Illinois to be known as the eastern district of Illinois, and 
the same shall consist of the following named counties in Illinois, to-wit: Kan- 
kakee, Iroquois, Ford, Vermilion, Champaign, Piatt, JIoultrie, Douglas, Edgar, 
Shelby, Coles, Clark, Cumberland, Effingham, Fayette Marion, Clay, Jasper, 
Crawford, Lawrence, Richland, Clinton, Saint Clair, Washington, Jefferson, 
Wayne, Edwards, Wabash, White. Hamilton, Franklin, Perry, Randolph, Mon- 
roe, Gallatin, Saline, Williamson, Jackson, Hardin, Pope, Johnson, Union, 
Alexander, Pulaski and Massac." 
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"That the terms of the circuit and district courts in and for said eastern 
district of Illinois, shall be held a t  the city of Danville, commencing on the 
first Mondays of Ifarc11 and September of each year, and at the city of Cairo, 
commencing on the first Mondays of April and October of each year, and a t  
the city of East Saint Louis, commencing on the first Monclays of May and 
November of each year." 

The following persons were appointed officers of the courts for the new 
district: Judge Francis I f .  Wright of Urbana, well Icnown to the state as a 
profound lawyer, with a splendid record on the bench of the circuit and appel- 
late courts of Illinois, and a then justice of the national court of claims, at I 

IVashington. D. C., was appointed judge of the dictrict court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Illinois, by President Roosevelt, and became 
the presiding judge of the circuit and district courts of the Unitecl States fo r  
that district. Major Daniel Hogan, of Mot~nd City, mas appointed clerk of both 
the circuit and district courts; Hon. Charles P. Hitch, of Paris, was appointed 4 

Unitecl States marshal, ancl Hon. IVilliam E. Trautmann of East St. Louis. was 
appointed United States attorney. 

The seat of the court was imnlediately established at Danville, where all 
the records and files of botl1 courts were to be kept, and which became the of- 
ficial home of all the o f i e r s .  4 

Scarcely were they well organized -cvhen it became evident that the rooms 
provided in the old building were inadequate for the business to  be transacted 
by the officers of the courts ancl their assistants. Froin the beginning it was 
apparent that, from the point of business transacted therein, the eastern dis- 
trict of Illinois was destined to  become one of the most important districts in 
the entire United States. 

d 

The territory embraced within the eastern judicial district of Illinois ia 
unique in its commercial and industrial importance. I t  is bounded on three 
sides by navigable waters, the Wabash, Ohio ancl Allississippi Rivers, all of 
~vhich come within the admiralty jurisdiction of these courts. Within the dis- 
trict are to  be found the nzost extensively developed coal fields, ant1 the most f 

productive oil fielcls in the United States, while at East St. 1-ouis, within the 
district, are to be founcl the largest stock inarkets as well as the second largest 
railroad terminals in the world, while foundries and factories are nutnerous 
throughout the district. Wherever such natural advantages and industries a< 
these are founcl, there is also foutld business for the courts, in settling dis- 
putes and determining the sundry litigations which arise. Ey reason of the 
diversity of citizenship between parties engaged in the commerce and in con- 
ducting these industries a great volume of this litigation finds its way into the 
federal courts of the district. 

By the report of the attorney general for the fiscal year ending June 30. 
1909, it is found that in point of business transacted, barring bankruptcy, the 
United States courts of the eastern district of Illinois ranked fourth in the 
United States. The courts for New York, Chicago and Pittsburg, only, it1 the 
order named, surpass the United States courts at Danville, in the number of 
cases begm and disposed of during that year. 
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The absolute necessity of a new federal building of sufficient size to  
accommodate, and in keeping with the importance of these courts had for some 
time been well established. $275,000 was set apart in the appropriations by con- 
gress in &lay, 1908, with which to purchase a new site and erect the new build- 
ing. -A11 exchange of properties was effected between the National govern- 
ment and the heirs of Michael Kelly, whereby. the Government came into pos- 
session of the "Kelly homestead," the one time home of Judge Oliver L. Davis, 
that eminent jurist of which all citizens of Vermilion County are justly proud, 
the consideration being exchange of properties and $54,000 to the heirs of Michael 
Kelly. 

When the plans for the new building were drawn to  come within the appro- 
priation remaining, they were found to be yet inadequate and insufficient. Sa 
an additional $~oo,ooo was appropriated by Congress, in March, IW, that the 
plans might be enlarged and made sufficiently comprehensive. In September, 
1909, the new building was begun which, a t  this writing, is not yet complete. 
Sufficient progress has been made, however, to say that when completed it will 
he a structure to which the citizens of Danville and of Vermilion County may 
point with pride, and a fitting monument to the historic ground on which it 
stands. Could fate have wrought a more fitting deed, than to build a splendid 
temple of justice on the spot where that great jurist lived, and which he loved, 
and where law, and eminence, and justice in part, were born? 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 

FIRST SCHOOL IN THE COUNTY-HIRAM TINCNOR'S SCHOOL-SCHOOL I N  NEWELL 

TOWNSHIP-HOW A SCHOOL WAS ESTABLISH-ELISHA H O B B W E R M I L I O N  

SEMINARY-ONE OF THE FIRST SCHOOLS I N  DANVILLE-THE DANVILLE ACADEMY 

-THE GEORGETOWN SEMINARY-THE DANVILLE SEMINARY-THE UNION SEMI- 
NARY-SEMINARIES GIVE PLACE TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL-SCHOOLS I N  OAK- 
WOOD TOWNSHIP-SCHOOLS I N  PILOT TOWNSHIP-SCHOOL AT DENMARK-THE 

LAMB SCHOOL-THE CUNNINGHAM SCHOOL-EARLY SCHOOLS I N  DANVILLE- 

AMOS WILLIAMS BUILDS A SCHOOL HOUSE-JAMES DAVIS-MRS. CROMWICLL- 

THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  VERMILION COUEfTY-PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

The first school taught in Vermilion County is said to have been in Elwood 
township. It  was in a log school house one mile west of Vermilion station. Reu- 
ben Black, a lad of eighteen, came from Ohio and in the winter of 1824-25, se- 
cured enough subscription pupils to make it worth his while to open a school. He 
taught one winter. John Mills sent four children-three sons and one daughter. 
Joseph Jackson, an Englishman, sent two children; Ezekial Hollingsworth sent 
four children ; Henry Canaday sent one ; John Haworth sent three ; making four- 
teen in all. The branches taught were reading, spelling, writing and some of the 
older pupils were taught arithmetic. So it was that these fourteen children, Ira, 
Millican, John and Rebecca Mills, Nathan and Mary Jackson, Jeremiah, Miles, 
Mahunday and John Hollingsworth, William Canaday and Thomas, David and 
Elvin Haworth were the first children to go to school in Vermilion County. This 
was two years and more before any one lived in Danville. In  1827 two iniles 
northeast of Vermilion station there was another school taught. This time the 
teacher was a preacher from East Tennessee, of the Methodist faith, Mr. Elijah 
Yager by name. He took a step beyond the Ohio teacher and introduced com- 
mon arithmetic and declamation. H e  was a talented man for the times but his 
employers must not have appreciated him or he found other ways of getting a 
living more congenial, for the next school in this neighborhood was taught by 
Henry Fletcher, the following summer. 

In the Butler's Point neighborhood the schools were not so prosperous. The 
first school taught was by Hiram Tinckor. It  was south of the well known 
Thomas Keeney home: Mr. Tinckor was a good teacher and kept his pupils 
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busy with their "Readin,' 'Ritin' and 'Rithmetic." He  had fifteen pupils and 
those among then1 who lived at the Salt Works had to walk three miles to  this 
school, and it was the only school for them to attend. A school house was built 
in 1827 in Georgetown on the square in front of the store of Mr. Frazier. This 
school house would hardly be considered of much use for that purpose at  this 
time. Indeed it was the cheapest affair that could be built, of logs and had 
absolutely no conveniences. 

A puncheon floor, a log sawed out over which a piece of greased paper was 
put, through which the light had a hard time to come, slabs for seats and no 
desks. I t  does not make a very attractive picture. But it was the best that could 
be had and served the purpose of housing the boys and girls whose parents were 
able to pay the subscription price of their "schooling." The teacher's name was 
Givens and after him it was Owen West who gave these children the desired in- 
struction in the three "Rs." The pupils were Perry, Martha and Luzena Brazel- 
ton, Brackin Lewis, George Lewis, Millican Moore, Eli and Mahlon Haworth 
and James Staunton. 

The books used were the Old English reader, Talbott's Arithmetic, American 
Spelling book and Lindley Murry's grammar. At that time it was the universal 
practice to study aloud and the noise which issued from that school house was 
something from which to escape if possible. The lad who could make the most 
noise was supposed to be gaining the greatest amount of "learning." This school 
was continued until 1844 when the Georgetown Seminary was established. 

The first school house in Newel1 township was on section 23, and was built in 
1827. A man named Scott was the first teacher who has been described as a 
fatherly, elderly man with perhaps, too little force, since his successor with or 
without reason resorted to the use of the hickory stick upon every occasion. 
This man's name was Duncan Lindsey. He taught a good school and his pupils 
made remarkable progress, but his methods were approaching brutality. How 
much of this came because of the laxity of the first teacher can not be estimated 
at this day, or  whether in fact the kindness of the first teacher did not seem to 
be laxity in contrast to the ways of his successor. The second school built in 
Newell township was ptrt upon land owned by and called for Jacob Eckler. This 
school house was located between Joseph W. Osborn's and William R. Campbell's. 
A large walnut tree stood in the corner of Mr. Osborn's pasture and for years 
marked the site of the front of this school house. It was built in the fall of 1830 
and Valentine Leonard coming to this neighborhood at about that time, lived 
in the house until the following summer, when the first school was opened there 
by Miss Elizabeth Stipp as teacher. 

The pioneer school house is at once one of the simplest and most celebrated 
institutions in the early settlements of the country. I t  was made of round logs, 
puncheons covered the floor, a rude fireplace at one end reached nearly from one 
corner to the opposite one; in the other end of the room an opening had k e n  
made by leaving out a log, and in this, upright pieces were placed a t  intervals 
and on these oiled paper was pasted to admit the light. Under this improvised 
window a long board was put up with the proper pitch and along it a long bench 
was put. Here in this "flood of light," the children practiced their copies using 
a quill pen which the teacher made. One dear little girl, alas no longer here to  
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tell the tale herself, loved to tell how she would get up early often and look for the 
quills the geese had cast in the night to take them to Mr. Huntington, a favorite 
teacher. And woe to her when her brothers happened to get up earlier than she 
did and gathered all the prizes from her, leaving not a single one. This was long 
before there was a system of free schools in Vermilion county and education had 
to be the product of greater effort than at this time. Schools were inaugurated by 
direct exertion and supported by private contribution and only those who paid 
received their benefits. School houses were built in this same way. The settlers 
agreed upon a place and then they all met at that place and divided work; some 
cut down the logs, others hauled them up and yet a third set them up in place. 
I t  was not necessary to have a school house to have a school, however. Where 
an empty cabin was available a subscription was the only thing necessary to the 
establishing of one of these temples of learning. Whoever proposed to have 
a school, went around among the settlers and took subscriptions from all for as 
many as were wanted to go to school. If it was a stranger who proposed to do 
this one of the well known citizens would offer to take him around and introduce 
him to those who would be interested in the matter. The usual price was $1.00 

and $1.50 per term of three months and sometimes the winter term came higher, 
a charge of twenty-five cents extra was made to provide fuel. Sometimes a man 
who was very much interested in the school would subscribe for three or more 
than 11e had to send ; and sometimes a man had two or more children to send and 
he couldn't afford to send them all, then he would send them alternately; that 
is, would take one subscription and one child would go one week and another the 
following week. Reading, writing, spelling and ciphering generally comprised 
the text. On the interior of one of these houses there would always be wooden 
pegs driven upon which the boys hung .their caps and the girls hung their hoods 
and shawls. Elisha Hobbs took the school down at  Vermilion in 1831. H e  was 
one of the true teachers who could give a stimulus to learning that made the 
pupil want to go to school. He did more for the cause of education in Vermilion 
county than did any one else ever. He never paused in his efforts until the citi- 
zens found themselves with a school house 16 ft. square and six feet and a half 
between joists. The district got up a subscription to build a new house, but 
could not raise money enough to build it. At this juncture William Canaday, 
David and Elvin Haworth decided to make an effort to secure the amount. They 
got hold of the subscription paper and destroyed it and went to work with a will 
and their purses and their influence to build a house fit for an academy. So well 
did they succeed that in the summer of 1850 they had a seminary building, 
30 x 52, with two recitation rooms supplied with proper desks and furniture. 
They employed James Davis as principal of the school and it opened with one 
hundred and ten students. The branches taught were geography, algebra, chern- 
istry, geometry, surveying, history, mineralogy, reading, spelling, elocution, do- 
mestic economy and Latin. Mr. Davis continued as principal for five years. He 
was a man of great energy, wisdom and tact. The standard of education was 
kept high and this seminary did a great work, leaving on the community the in- 
fluence which marked that part of Vermilion County. Of the men who did so 
much to build this school it is only necessary to state that William Canaday had 
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seven sons who were educated in this school and David Haworth had eight. This 
seminary disappeared with thc coming of the free or public school system. 

The first school ever taught in Danville was in a log house probably built 
for the purpose, standing on the ground where Wright's mill stands. This cabin 
was built of huge burr-oaks fully two feet in diameter, and the ends were left 
sticking out without being sawed off, with clapboard rmf and puncheon floor. 
I t  was rough in outward appearance, and inside had nothing to change that ap- 
pearance. The hugh fireplace extended across the room and was something 
peculiar in its way; without, instead of the chimney beginning at the ground. 
strong braces extended from the wall near the floor out into the room and up- 
ward, and upon these the chimney was built. 

I t  was not less than six feet wide and large enough to hoist a good sized dry- 
goods box up through it. The fire was built under it and the first thing to learn 
in this school house was how to induce the smoke to go in the right direction. 
One advantage of the fireplace was that the wood did not need to  be cut at all. 
Anything short of sled-lengths could be put in and the fire did the work of the 
wood chopper. 

This school was opened in about 1830 and the teacher's name was Clark. I-Ie 
was a good teacher, and had charge of this school for a time, after which he was 
a tanner until he died. Another school building mTas put up near the river whel-e 
the old planing mill stood and many of the elder sons and daughters of Danville 
went to this school; yet little record of this school can be found. 

The Georgetown Seminary which together with the Vermilion Seminary fur- 
nished the school facilities for the children of the county for year-s, \\.as built in 
I 844. 

In 1836 a charter was granted incorporating the Danville Academy a stock 
company. Its terms make it possible for every free white person to subscribe 
to this school, and every subscriber was entitled to one year's tuition for  every 
share owned. This enterprise never amounted to any good, however. S o  per- 
manent organization was ever effected. 

1TThile Vermilion was working for a seminary, which came in 1850. ant1 Ilan- 
ville had secured a charter for the means of establishing one but hat1 done 
nothing else, Georgetown opened a school wherein the needs of the tilnes were 
met. The Georgetown Seminary was organized in 1844 and for twenty years 
was the place sought by those of the entire county who were looking for means 
toward an education. This was a denonlinational institution, being under the 
charge of the Methodist Conference. and the teachers were selected by that body. 

Here as in Vermilion is found the name of Canaday as one of the promoters 
of this institution. This name is often found in records of that which tended to 
advance the interests of Vermilion County. hilr. Canaday, Presiding Elder Rob- 
bins, J. H. Murphy of Danville, and Mr. Curtis were the early promoters of the 
Georgetown Seminary. Much depends upon the selection of the first teachers 
of any institutions of learning, and a happy choice was made in this case in the 
choosing of the first principal. This was Jesse Moore, a young nlan of not only 
excellent education but of commanding presence as well, and possessed of superior 
tact. Jesse R. Moore was at that time a local preacher and since one of the 
leaders in the Methodist church, afterward a presiding elder. When the war 
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broke out he went into the service and was promoted to be a general in the army 
and after he came home represented his district in the national congress, after 
which he was pension agent at Decatur. His was a long life of usefulness and 
in no place did he render more efficient service to mankind than while he for 
four years was the principal of Georgetown Seminary. During these four years 
the school was operated in the frame building some of the older people of the 
county remember which had been built for a church and had been moved to the 
grounds afterward occupied by the district school. Mr. Moore's assistants were 
Miss Fairbanks, Walter Smith, afterward a Baptist preacher and Archibald 
Sloan, who, too, afterward bicame a preacher. The Seminary building was 
erected in 1848. I t  was a plain brick building, two stories high and capable of 
accommodating two hundred pupils. Mr. Moore was succeeded by Prof. J. P. 
Johnson, who had charge for five years, with his wife and two nieces as as- 
sistants. Pupils came from a hundred miles away to this school. Danville sent 
her young people and the northern and western part of the county as far as hav- 
ing need of a school availed themselves of the opportunity given by an institution 
of the kind inside the bounds of the county. 

Miss Sophia Lyons, afterward Mrs. Holloway, taught music. Prof. Asa Guy 
taught two years, from 1853 to 1855. H e  had his wife and Miss Hazelton as 
his assistants. Rev. Railsback was principal for four years and he was followed 
by Rev. McNutt. After his term was over the seminary was merged into the 
public school system. The seminary was built by individual donation of money 
or anything which could be turned into money and proved to be a power for the 
upbuilding of the community first and the adjacent territory of the county, to say 
nothing of the increased power of the church. The school was turned over to 
the district in 1861 and the public school directors of the district took entire 
charge of its management from that time on. There had been a sort of partner- 
ship between the directors and the trustees of the seminary for a few years past, 
but the sentiment favoring the public school had grown to the extent that it 
could not be sustained longer. 

Six years after the Georgetown Seminary was established and at the time of 
the organization of the Vermilion Seminary. a charter was sectwed to incorporate 
the Danville Seminary. There was already one flourishing Methodist school in 
the county and one under the charge of the Society of Friends. There did not 
seem to be any need of another under either denominational government. Eut 
those who had the papers of incorporation made out, were particular to stipulate 
that the majority of the trustees should be members of the Methodist church and 
that the teachers should be chosen by these trustees. That left all but the Xleth- 
odists outside of the managenlent of the school, either in the way of determining 
the course of study or  whom should teach the course. Naturally this arrange- 
ment, no matter how well it was used, could not be satisfactory. An antagonism 
was the only outcome of such an ignoring of  the opinions of one set of people 
by another who had only the right made by circumstances. Citizens of all de- 
nominations had subscribed to the enterprise and this restriction of their privi- 
leges resulted in a bitter division of the community on the subject of all others 
upon which there should be perfect union of opinion and action. The first trus- 
tees of this institution were Eli Helmick, Benjamin Stewert, E. F. Palmer, Daniel 
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Fairchild, James Partlow, James Dennison and J. H. Gilbert. They located the 
school on two acres of land just north of Main street and built a two-story brick 
house for the use of the school. The land was deeded to the use of the church 
for school purposes and after the seminary was merged into the public school sys- 
tem there was a long litigation over the ownership of the land, because of this 
clause. At last it went back to the original owners. 0. S. Munsell was the first 
principal of this school and Mrs. Munsell, C. W. Jerome, Miss Sarah Whip and 
Miss Ellen Green were the teachers. This was in 1852, when the roll of mem- 
bership was 206. This school had the advantage of having been in existence 
before it was incorporated under the management of Mr. and Mrs. Munsell. 
They were popular teachers in their school, kept in the old Yorth Street church. 
Two courses were offered to the student, the classical and the scientific. This 
school was continued for twelve years. Mr. Munsell was succeeded by Prof. 
Aaron Wood, he by Prof. P. D. Hammond, he by Mr. McNutt and he by J. L. 
Dickson as principals of the scl~ool. 

The dissatisfaction with the management of the Danville Seminary grew to 
such an extent that another school was organized March 15, 1851. This was 
called the Union Seminary and while the subscribers were not of the same church 
as that which dominated the other school, they were restricted to no one denomi- 
nation. I t  was established by a joint stock company and was an excellent school. 
These opposing schools were supported until the popularity of the public school 
system made it no longer a necessity to have the youth of Danville educated at 
subscription schools. 

The trustees of the Union Seminary were representative citizens of Dan- 
ville. They were L. T. Palmer, J. A. D. Sconce, S. G. Craig, Gtty IIerrill and 
Hamilton White. They secured three acres of land in the part of town then 
called the north part, but what would seem almost the heart of the city at this 
time, and put up a good building which they used as a school house for a long 
time after the seminary was a part of the public school. The only relic of the 
location is now the name of the street which ran in front of the enclosure, on 
the south side of the building. Vermilion street was the western limit of the 
seminary grounds. In 1862 a common school system was adopted and it was 
very soon that the usefulness of these two private schools was at an end. A 
levy of a tax which was to be paid to all school districts in proportion to the 
number of pupils who attended the public school was a just cause to induce 
every public spirited man to support the public school with the attendance of his 
children. The outcome of this was that both buildings were rented by the di- 
rectors of the public school and J. L. Dickson. who was principal of the Dan- 
ville Seminary, was retained as principal of the public schools with nine assist- 
ants. Tlae following year Mr. Spillman was employed. Thus it was that the 
seminaries at both Georgetown and Danville gave place to the public schools. 

Such was not the case at the one under the management of the Society of 
Friends at Vermilion. When the \-errnilion Seminary was established it was 
built as a permanent institution and remained an institution all the years from 
its organization to the time when, in 1873. the \-errnilion Academy was or- 
ganized to take its place. And unlike the other three instit~ltions of higher learn- 
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ing in the county, it competed successfully with the high scl~ools when they 
became competitors. 

While the more pretentious schools are being considered it must not be 
forgotten that there were schods in other parts of the county where although 
the extent of the attempt was the mastery of the "Three Rs" yet they laid the 
foundation of learning without which the after building would be impossible. 
The first school building in Oakwood township was put up in 1829 or 1830. I t  
stood close to the present town of Newtown, and was of the pioneer style. 

Squire Newel1 and a Mr. McGuinn taught in this house soon after it was 
built. I t  continued in use for some time but another was built on what was 
known as "Parsonage Hill" just south of Newtown. Another of the early school 
houses was built on the state road near Stony creek. 

School was taught in the neighborhood of the Juvinalls at an early day by 
Morgan Rees. This was on the east side of the creek but the children would 
attend school there and so it was not considered necessary to have one on the 
west side. The first house built in Pilot township was put up on section 20, 

T20, R.12. This was in 1836 or 1837. 
Ezekial Leyton was the first school teacher. However, there had been a 

school taught in this township in about 1834. This was housed in a cabin and 
was taught by Mr. Beard. As early as 1833 there was a school house on the 
banks of the North Fork about eighty rods south of Denmark. Mary Beasley, 
Noah Sap and Elizabeth Stipp, were among the early teachers in this building. 
After a few years the building was abandoned and a private house in Deninark 
used. The Lamb school house was built in 1835 and was one of some preten- 
sion, having a window on each side, consisting of a single row of 8x10 inch 
panes placed close up to the eaves, and running the whole length of the 
building. Among the teachers at  this school house are found these names wl~ic l~  
may recall early times to some one. There was Robert Price, John hIcKee, 
J. Poor and James A. Davis. I t  is not recorded which teacher of all these it 
was who punished a bad boy and in turn was severely punished together \vitl~ 
his entire school. The circumstance was as follows. The boy was punished 
by the teacher and went out of the door which fastened on the outside wit11 a 
padlock. Taking advantage of this fastening the boy made a prisoner of each 
and all in the school house and then climbed on the roof and covered up the 
chimney. While he sat on the outside awaiting developments the smoke poured 
into the room and was very annoying until the teacher thought to put out the 
fire with water and then a boy crawled up the flue and uncovered the chimney 
and unfastened the door. 

The Cunningham school house was built in 1840 and Levi Cronkhite was the 
first teacher of the school. 

T o  return to the schools of Danville it is fo~ind that the first one was taught 
in Haworth's smokehouse, a little building ten or twelve feet square. It  was 
made of logs without a floor and its only openings were the door and a square 
hole cut at the opposite side for light and ventilation. It stood west of Hawortl-r 
house and back some distance north from the line of the sidewalk. 

Dr. Norton Beckwith, the brother of Dan Beckwith was the teacher. After 
this there was a school house built upon a lot on south Hazel street on the west 
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side of the street not far below where the jail is located. This lot was set 
apart by the county commissioners for school purposes. 

This building was made of small logs covered with clapboards, with the 
chimney on the outside made of stone and sticks mudded after the fashion of 
the Kentucky cabin. At first it had no floor but later the floor was made of  
puncheons. The seats were made of the same material, smooth side up, sup- 
ported on wooden legs. Among the teachers who taught here at different times 
were Harvey Luddington and Enoch Kingsbury. Mr. Luddington also taught 
a Sunday school here. At a later day James A. Davis came to Danville without 
a cent of money, having lost everything while coming up the Wabash in a 
boat. Dr. Beckwith found that Mr. Davis had a fine education and said he 
was the very man Danville needed to teach school. He  at once wrote a paper 
and circulated it that he might secure a school. Such good satisfaction did Mr. 
Davis give that he taught school for a long time in different parts of the county. 
From Vermilion street a little south of the square there was a trail led off 
southeast across lots to the scl~ool house. This trail went through a thicket of 
hazel bush and it was so high that the teachers and pupils were obliged to part 
it with their hands to go to school. 

The first school house was destroyed by fire. Mr. Henry Hunt had col- 
lected some two hundred venison hams and stored them in Haworth's smoke- 
house, where he was smoking and drying them to ship them to New Orleans 
by flat boat. For a joke ( a  sorry joke it appears) some of the men attracted 
the attention of Mr. Hunt, while others fired the building. The market was 
glutted with venison partially cooked, since the fire was not discovered until 
too late to save the meat. 

This school house was not up to the needs of the times, or at least so thought 
Amos IVilliams, the man who did so IIILIC~I for Danville. and he built another 
at his ow11 expense. He put up the building on the west side of Franklin street 
a little north of the alley. This building was fully twenty feet square, some 
twelve or fourteen feet high in the clear and lnade of logs hewn inside and 
out. I t  had a door ancl two ~vindo~vs fronting east and was further lighted with 
a row of three or four 8x10 window lights in width, ancl extending nearly the 
length of the three other sides. The floor was made of sawed plank, matched 
and evenly laid. In winter time a stove occupied the center of the room. ,4 
double row of seats (one of which was in front low dolrrrt, next to the floor, 
ancl the other raised up like a gallery, some three feet back of and above the 
tirst, with the wall behind and sloping desks in front). extended around three 
sides of the room, with openings cut near the middle of each row, and provided 
with steps, so the pupils could ascend to the higher platform. Here the three 
months' school was held for many years. The school teacher was generally a 
stranger, who would go from place to place looking for a scl~ool. His education 
varied with circumstances, and at times he would be well prepared for the work 
he sought while at others he was but a bully or a brute. 

The first school taught in the southwestern part of Danville township was 
at what was sometimes called Payne's Point. Mrs. Crornwell was a dearly loved 
teacher in the years previo~ts to the opening of the public schools and after the 
new building on the corner of Madison and Pine streets was first opened she 
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was the first teacher for the children as long as she was able to be in the school 
room. The men and women of Danville can not forget until at  least another 
generation the kind and efficient teacher who was very nearly a mother in 
her care and solicitude. 

That which predominated in the development of the educational system in 
Vermilion County from the year 1880 to 1900 was proportion, uniformity and 
thoroughness in the common school course of study; namely, that composed of 
the common branches. From 1900 to the present, the emphasis has been gain- 
ing toward the higher development of the secondary or  high school course of 
study. In  the county administration of schools, J. D. Eenedict became superin- 
tendent in 1881 to succeed C. V. Guy. Mr. Benedict came into office about the 
time that additional powers and duties were granted to the county superinten- 
dent. Previous to this time the office had been largely that of custodian and 
trustee of school funds and school lands, together with the duty of examining 
of applicants for license to teach. LVith the new powers given under state law, 
the county superintendent was given more school supervision. Mr. Benedict 
was one of the foremost superintendents of the state to exercise the new powers 
vested in the office and established in Vermilion County a system of monthly 
examinations of pupils in all the village and rural schools. T o  make this work 
more effective, it was necessary to evolve a prescribed course of study to be 
placed in the hands of the teachers after those teachers were duly instructecl in 
its use. The operation of this course of study under a sensible line of examina- 
tions, has been well carried out through Mr. Benedict's term of office which 
closed 1889, succeeded by L. H. Griffith whose term of office which closed 1889, 
succeeded by L. H. Griffith whose term of office extended from 1889 to 1899; 
this followed by R. B. Holmes from 1899 to 1906; followed by LV. Y. Ludwig, 
1906 to 1910. Haworth is the present superintendent of schools. 

The rural schools in general, do most excellent work in the common school 
branches corresponding to the graded schools of the vilages and cities. Pupils, 
after conlpleting the common branches in the rural and small village schools, are 
usually transferred to the accredited high schools, the number of which has 
rapidly increased within the past decade. It  now seems to be within the reach 
of every child within the limits of Vermilion County to acquire a good common 
school education, ancl added to that the completion of a four years high school, 
which fits him for entrance to the best universities, technical or professional 
schools of the land. In the high school development of the county, two high 
schools, Danville and Hoopeston, are accredited in the "Northcentral Association 
of Colleges and Secondary Schools." The following high schools are on the 
accredited list of the University of Illinois; Danville, Georgetown. Hoopeston, 
Rossville, Vermilion Academy, Ridge Farm and Sidell. 

The high school of Danville was not legally incorporated into the system of 
schools until 1887 when a vote of the people made it a part of the city schools. 
Nothwithstanding this there has been graduated several classes. The first class 
to graduate from the Danville high school was in 1872. 

The total enrollment of pupils of Danville for all grades during the past year 
expenditures for  past year were $128.026.67. . This sum includes disbursements 
for all purposes. Expenses per capita for teachers. janitors, ancl fuel were: 
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In high schod, $33.30. In grades below high school, $17.77, making $19 .9  an 
average for all pupils. 

The Danville high school had a total enrollment of 476. The number grad- 
uating from the Danville high school during each of the past four decades were 
as follows: 

The private schools of Vermilion County do not make an extensive list. The 
\-ennilion Grove Seminary has already been mentioned, together with the 
Georgetown Seminary, the Danville Seminary, and the Union Seminary; all of 
these, with the exception of the one first mentioned, found their time of use- 
fulness cease when the public schools were established. The first private school 
to be opened after that was the one known as the Chilcoat school, o r  by the! 
name given it by the proprietors, the Danville Normal and Academic Institute. 
This school was established during the latter part of the seventies, and was a 
popular school for several years. I t  was conducted by the two brothers Chil- 
coat. Music was a well conducted department in the school under the man- 
agement of Prof. Vandersteen. 

The German Lutheran private school has been an established institution since 
the sixties. The school is supported by the congregation of that church. The 
congregation appoints the teachers, and is in every way responsible for the 
sc11ool. 

The German Catholic school was established nearly as early, but was never 
very regularly kept up. 

The Parochial schools became an institution of the Catholic church in the 
eighties. This institution is in a flourishing condition. A large and commo- 
dious building is located at the corner of Main and Park streets, where a day 
school to accommodate the children of Danville is supplemented by a boarding 
school well patronized and known as the Sisters Academy. 

The other private schools where higher education can be obtained are Greer 
College and the Brown Business School. 

GREER COLLEGE. 

Greer College was founded and endowed by the late John Greer in 1891. 
who gave his fortune as a heritage to all young people who are atnbitious to rise 
in the world. Like most men, Mr. Greer's life had been one of toil and trial. 
\When young, his opportunities for an education mere meager enough, and this 
he believed caused his life to be more irksome than it otherwise might have been. 
Business and normal colleges, such as Greer College, were unknown when he 
was a boy, and the common schools were then poor at best. He  desired to 
make conditions better, and so resolved to found a college where young people 
of any age would he received and educated with care and patience, no  matter 
how poor their early means for schooling had been. The beautiful buildings 
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of Greer College stand today as a monument to the memory of a true philan- 
thropist and lover of young people. 

The buildings of Greer College cost nearly $~O,OOO and are provided with 
all modern conveniences. Several hundred dollars have been expended during 
the past two years for libraries, laboratory apparatus, tables, cases, commercial 
offices and desks, cabinets, microscopes, air pumps, electrical machines and ap- 
pliances, good water supply in laboratory, biological and geological specimens, 
skeleton, charts, physiological models and typewriters. 

The college buildings occupy a commanding site in the western part of the 
city. The campus is a beautiful sloping lawn, ornamented with trees and shrub- 
bery. The grounds are high, affording perfect drainage and a pleasant view of 
the city and surrounding country. 

The main building is a magnificent specimen of modern architecture. It  is 
built of St. Louis pressed brick, laid in black mortar. The arched entrances 
and large landscape windows are set in cut stone. The trimmings are of rough 
stone, terra cotta and ornamental iron. The auditorium, halls, etc., of the 
building have recently been repapered and varnished and made bright and cheer- 
ful, as when new. I t  is heated throughout with steam, lighted with electricity 
and gas, and supplied with an abundance of pure artesian water. 

The inner appointments of this building are all that could be desired-com- 
fortable, convenient and elegant. The college auditorium or assembly room 
has a seating capacity of about 700 persons. A commodious gallery in the type 
of an amphitheatre extends around three sides. The lighting and ventilation of 
the rooms is perfect. Here are held the daily chapel and general assembly. 

Greer hall is a fine brick structure containing comfortable apartments for 
gentlemen students and teachers. The rooms are arranged in suites and the 
interior finish is similar to that of the main building-natural wood oiled. 

The president's home is a large modern home fitted with electric lights, 
steam heat, bath, etc., where young women will have elegant rooms with all the 
comforts and conveniences of a home life while attending college. 

The library and reading room is a commodious apartment, well lighted, 
warmed and ventilated. Among the reference books are encyclopedias of his- 
tory and literature, atlases and the standard dictionaries. There are valuable 
scientific and historical works, books of biography and travel, standard fiction, 
polite literature, poetry, etc. There is a large number of volumes treating di- 
rectly on the branches of daily study. The leading magazines and teachers' 
journals and the local and Chicago papers are kept on file. 

The courses of study have been revised recently and consist of two-year 
courses in commercial work, stenography, civil service, elocution and penman- 
ship; four-year courses in preparatory, normal and music, and four-year col- 
lege courses that entitle students who finish them to the usual degrees given for 
the various courses, such as Bachelor of Arts (A. E.), Bachelor of Literature 
(B. Lit.), Bachelor of Science (B. S.), etc. Gfaduates of the college or of 
other colleges may become candidates for the master's degree after having re- 
ceived the corresponding bachelor's degree, or upon a satisfactory showing of 
worthiness, the master's degree is conferred. 
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The school is non-sectarian, but a thorough Christian spirit is maintained. 
Daily devotional exercises are conducted, and students are advised to attend 
at  least once on Sunday the church of their choice. The different denomina- 
tions are represented on the faculty, and almost every denomination sends its 
students. The teachers are workers in the respective churches, and the usual 
young people's societies are encouraged. 

Two student literary organizations are maintained-the Olyn~pian Literary 
Society was organized by the young men and has steadily gone forward in its 
splendid career, and many prominent young men of this state and others can 
trace their success in public life to the training received while members of the 
Olympian Literary Society. 

What has been said of the Olympian Society is also true of the Vesperian 
Literary Society, which is the young ladies' literary society of the school. 

The Y. M. & Y. W. C. A. have a great influence upon the student life of 
the school, and most of the students are members of these. 

The Alumni Association now consists of 439 members, and many of them 
are occupying important positions in public and private life throughout this 
cot~ntry and also in some foreign countries. 

The Brown Business College has a good location. Mrs. Morris is the prin- 
cipal. Other small attempts have been made to establish private schools, but 
have not continued long in profit. The private school of Miss Edith Yeomans, 
established about 1902, continued in existence until the principal moved west, 
when i t  was continued but one year. Schools for young children have been 
established to live but a short time and then pass out of sight. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

T H E  DANVILLE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

DATE O F  ORGANIZATION--OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS-THE CULBERTSON 

LIBRARY-REV. JAMES W. COE, FIRST LIBRARIAN-LOCATIONS-BUILDING- 

CIRCUL.4TION-CLASSIFIED CONTENTS I N  1910. 

The  Danville public library has been in existence since 1882. L. T. Dicason 
was a t  that time the mayor of the city and on July 21, 1882, called a public1 
meeting of the citizens to  organize a public library in the city. 

The officers chosen at that meeting were, W. C. McReyndds, president; 
J. G. English, vice president; H. A. Coffeen, secretary. The board of directors 
included these names and, as well, the following: Father P. J. O'Kielly, Dr. 
George Wheeler Jones, John C. Black, W. R. Jewell, William P. Cannon and 
Rev. Chas. H. Little. 

This was not the first attempt to furnish free reading matter to Danville 
people, for the Culbertson library had been in circulation for some years although 
its circulation was not as extensive as the nature of the collection warranted. 
At the death of James Culbertson, a merchant of Danville and a man who was 
prominent in the affairs of the growing county, his will was found to contain 
a bequest of his library and a trust fund placed in the hands of the pastor and 
session of the Presbyterian church. This fund was to  be used in the purchase 
of books, to be carefully selected with certain restrictions for a circulating 
library. 

After the Danville public library was organized this other organization, as 
provided by the wiIl of Mr. Culbertson, was merged into the new one and the 
books turned over for distribution. This was in 1883. 

The rooms selected to house the public library were in the McDonald build- 
ing on west Main street, adjoining the First National Bank building. In 1885, 
the library had increased and needed more room, so that it was moved to the 
block, on North Vermilion street, occupying the entire second floor over Nos. 
132-134. I t  remained in this location for sixteen years. 

The next move was to the Fera block, at the northeast corner of North and 
Walnut streets in the rooms now occupied by the Woman's Club. It remained 
here until the present library building was complete. 

338 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 339 

The first librarian was James W. Coe. H e  served five years when his failing 
health made a change necessary. H e  was a scholarly gentleman of the old 
school and his efforts gave the library an impetus which determined its useful- 
ness. H e  was for some time the rector of the Episcopal church, Holy Trinity 
a t  Danville, prior to his selection as librarian. Mr. Coe was an eastern man, 
coming from New York state and, with his wife and family of young people 
made a great addition to Danville's social life. -4 fine portrait of Rev. Coe is 
on the walls of the library building and reminds the visitor of the efficient serv- 
ice he rendered his much loved library. 

Miss Aletha Witte was the next librarian, remaining in the position during 
the years between 1887 and 1890, when she resigned to go to the Pratt library, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. 

She was followed by Miss Josephine E. Durham, who has since filled the 
place most acceptably. She is well acquainted with the needs of the library, 
and in close touch with its patrons, and ever alert for everything that tends 
to improve it. Since 1804 the library has been housed in its permanent home 
on the northeast corner of Vermilion and Madison streets. This land 132x155 
feet, was bought by the city of Danville at a cost of $25,000. The build- 
ing is of Bedford stone and dark paving brick, and occupies an area of 
roo feet by 65 feet. It  was built at a cost of $4o,ooo and was the gift of Andrew 
Carnegie, of New York city. I t  is very conveniently arranged. The main 
floor contains two reading rooms, each 30x40 feet, one for adults and the other 
for children. The center is occupied by the delivery room in front, and the stock 
room just back of it, with the librarian's desk, so located as to command a view 
of the entire interior. On this floor there is also a reference room, a catalogue- 
ing room, and an office for the librarian. There is a light dry basement under 
the whole building, entirely finished, in which are kept files of the newspapers, 
congressional documents and such books as are little called for. The building 
is fire proof throughout. The bookstacks are of steel. The building is heated 
with city steam and Iighted with electricity. 

From the librarian's report for the year ending April 30, 1910, it appears 
that the total of bouild volumes is 26,556, of unbound volumes is 300, and of 
periodicals, 84,086 volumes. 

The appropriations made by the city council f a r  the last two years were, 
$8,000 each. This money was a considerable portion at least, spent for buying 
new books. 

A special effort is being made to make the reference department full and 
complete for the benefit of pupils of the public schools and any who desire to 
pursue some special line of study. 

This building was thrown open to the public November 8, 1904. The hours 
when the library is open are from g A. M. to 9 P. M. during the week, and on 
Sundays from October to June 2 to 5 P. M. 

The following report of the circulation during the past year gives a good 
idea of the use made of the Danville Public library.. 
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Circulation by classes :- 
CLASSIFIED CONTENTS O F  THE LIBRARY . 

Added 
April go. During 

1909 . Year 
..................... General Works 451 74 

.................. Bound Magazines 1. 303 101 

........................ Philosophy 267 21 

........................... Religion 644 5 I 
.......................... Sociology 705 136 
.......................... Philology 58 10 

................... Natural Science 687 IOg 

........................ Useful arts 584 127 
.......................... Fine arts 628 67 

Literature ......................... I. 672 280 
........................... History I. 4% 146 

Travel ............................ I. 056 I 68 
Biography ......................... I. 356 100 

............................ Fiction 5. 512 734 
Juvenile Fiction .................... 3. 450 326 - - 

19. 746 2. 450 
. . . . . . . . . . . .  . No of volumes withdrawn during year 

No . of volumes of government documents . . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . No of volumes of bound newspapers 

Total 
April 30. 

1910 
525 

I. 404 
288 
695 
841 
68 

796 
711 
695 

I.  952 
1. 615 
I. 224 
I. 456 
6. 246 
3. 774 

26. 856 
CIRCULATION BY CLASSES . 

Juvenile Adult Total 
...................... Philosophy 1.5 236 25r 

......................... Religion 78 292 370 
........................ Sociology 187 410 597 

Phisology ........................ 2 I 6 18 
Natural science ................... 368 471 839 

...................... Useful arts 141 501 642 
Fine arts ........................ 251 509 763 
Literature ....................... 456 I. 879 2. 335 

.......................... History 504 689 1. I93 
....................... Biography 270 527 797 

Travel .......................... 435 681 I. 116 
Fiction ......................... 24. 861 47. 405 72. 226 

- - -  
............... Total 27. 571 53, 616 81. 187 

No . of volumes circulated at the Oaklawn schools . . . . . . . .  2.899 

................. Total circulation for the year 84. 086 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 34'1: 

REGISTRATION OF READERS. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cards in force April 30, 1909 6,088 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  New cards issued during the year I,I 12 

MAGAZINE LIST. 

Ainslie's Magazine, American Boy (Juvenile), America1 Federationist, Ameri- 
can Homes and Gardens, American Magazine, American Republic, Annals of 
Amer. Academy of Pol. and Soc. Science, Atlantic Monthly, Birdlore, Blazer, 
Bohemian, Bon Ton, Bookman, Carpenter and Building, Cassiers, Cavalier, Cen- 
tury, Chautauquan, Children's Magazine, Children's Star, Christian Missionary, 
Christian Science Sentinel, Collier's Weekly, Conservation, Cosmopolitan, 
Country Life in America, Craftsman, Current Literature, Delineator, Deutsche 
Vorkampfer, Good Housekeeping, Hampton's Magazine, Harper's Bazaar, Har- 
per's Monthly, Harper's Weekly, Herald of Gospel Liberty, House Beautiful, 
Illuminating Engineer, Independent, Institute Tie, International Studio, Judge, 
Keith's Home Builder, Ladies' Home Journal, Life, Lippincott, Literary Digest, 
Little Folks, Living Age, Locomotive Engineering, London Illustrated News, Man- 
uel Training Magazine, McCall's Magazine, McClure's Magazine, Machinery, 
Master in Art, Metropolitan, Missionary Review, Missionary Tidings, Mother's 
Magazine, Motor Print, Dial, Dramatic News, Editor, Educational Review, Etude, 
Everybody's Magazine, Forub, Gartenlaube, North American Review, Official Ga- 
zette of U. S. Patent Office, Olde Ulster, Outing, Outlook, Pacific Monthly, Pall 
Mall, Pearson's Magazine, Photo Era, Popular Electricity, Popular Mechanics, 
Popular Science Monthly, Puck, Recreation, Red Book, Review of Reviews, St. 
Nicholas, Saturday Evening Post, Scientific American and Supplement, Munsey, 
Musical America, Musical Courier, Mystic Worker, National, National Geog. 
Magazine, Nature Study Review, Nineteenth Century, Scrap Book, Scribner's 
Magazine, Story Hour, Strand, Suburban Life, Success, Sunday School Times, 
Survey, System, Technical World. Toilettes, Uncle Ren~us' Home Magazine, 
Van Norden Magazine, Woman's Home Companion. Wide iVorltl, Western Em- 
pire, Westermann's Monatschafte, Worlcl Today, World's Work, Youth's Com- 
panion. 

WEWSPAPER LIST. 

Banner, Christian Science Monitor, Danville Commercial-News, Danville 
Press-Democrat, Chicago Tribune. Chicago Record-Herald, German Zeitung, 
German Herald. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

CHURCHES AND MINISTERS OF VERMILION COUNTY. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH-THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CI-IURCH-TIIE 

UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH-THE METHODIST CHURCH-TEI E BAPTIST 

CHURCH-THE CHURCH OF CHRIST-THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH-THE EPISCOP,\L 

CHURCH-THE UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH-THE GERMAN UNITED BRETHERN 

-THE GERMAN LUTHERAN-THE GERMAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHUKCI-I- 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH-THE SOCIETY O F  FRIENDS-THE OTIIER 

CHURCHES-THE MORMONS-THE CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS. 

The Presbyterian church is the pioneer faith of Danville. The organization 
of this denominatioa into 2 church in Danville was effected in 1829. There hat1 
been service in the place before this time, however. This organization had l~een 
begun and completed by Rev. Samuel Baldridge. The original members of this 
church were Dr. Asa R. Palmer, Josiah Alexander, Mary Ann Alexander, Eliz- 
abeth Alexander, Solomon Gilbert, Submit Gilbert, Lucy Gilbert and Parmele 
Tomlinson. Dr. Palmer was selected as first ruling elder. Rev. Baldbridge 
organized this church and was for a few nlonths the pastor. 

I t  was very early in the life of the church that Rev. Enocll Kingsbz11-y was 
made the pastor. This was in 1831, and his was the pastorate which insured the 
life of the society, and to which all writers of the early history of Vennilioi~ 
county give greatest credit. His first year here was rather uncertain, but the 
following year he settled permanently in Danville. Rev. Enoch Kingsbury \vas 
a power in Vermilion County in its early development, and without hi111 the his- 
tory would have been very different. He  was always a great force for progress 
and his was a life well worthy emulation. He was a tall fine looking man with 
a powerful frame and a decided manner which made it impossible for his con- 
viction to be questioned. 

Rev. Kingsbury has been described briefly in the following words: He was a 
hero, a patriot, a philanthropist, a Christian and an enthusiast in the work chosen 
by him. He served the Presbyterian ch-~trch of Danville faithfully for twenty 
years and then left the active work only because of failing health and strength. 

Rev. A. L. Brooks, a man of the old school style of manners and viewpoint 
of matters and things, came to the pastorate in 1870 in December. H e  remained 
for several years and was followed by Charles Little. 

842 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 343 

Mr. Brooks was a man of unusual ability in the way of loving ministering 
to his flock and at the same time he was a logical and convincing preacher, win- 
ning souls to his Master and friends to himself by his gentle manner of thought 
and action. His pastorate ended by his death. Rev. Brooks was buried 
in Springhill cemetery. 

Rev. A. L. Brooks was born in Madison County, New York, the son of Jesse 
and OIivia (Lyons) Brooks. His father was a native of Connecticut, 
and in his early life, was a merchant, but in the latter part of his life he was 
postmaster and magistrate of Mayville, New York. His mother was a native of 
Vermont. The principal part of Mr. Brooks' education was had at Trenton, New 
York, where he graduated in 1844. He  continued his studies and graduated at 
Auburn two years later. He was ordained a minister of the Gospel in 1846 and 
settled at Hamilton, in the state of his birth. Ten years after he was first or- 
dained he came west and accepted a call to the Third Presbyterian church, where 
he remained minister of that church for seven years. From Chicago he answered 
a call to Peoria, as pastor of the Fulton Street Presbyterian church; thence to 
Decatur as pastor of the New Scllool Presbyterian church of that place for three 
years. The next move he made was to the Presbyterian church at Danville. He 
left a New School Presbyterian church in Decatur to  come to  Danville, but he 
came to a New School church when he made the change of location. During the 
war the Presbyterian church split on the matter of slavery. Those of the south 
and some localities of the north held with the larger number in an attitude of, if 
not sanction, then tolerance, of the institution, while the more radical went to 
themselves and established a communion, which was called the Sew School Pres- 
byterian church. In the country through the central and southeril part of Illi- 
nois and Indiana, that political borderland ob the northern and the southern sen- 
timents, there were many of these new churches and in some of even the smaller 
villages a church of both the regular and the New School were to be found. 
In Covington, Indiana, the village on the other side of the state line, this was 
the case and the two churches were supported until some time after the war, 
when the New School church, no longer needing to exist, disbanded and tile 
membership sought other homes. In Decatur the New School church was the 
stronger than was the regular church, and it held its own. In Danville there was 
but the one church and it was of the New School. This church was. as it is no\\-, 
located on the corner of Franklin and North streets. 

The clturcl~ building was a frame llouse and yet remains standing on S. 
Walnut Street. During the first six years of the life of the Presbyterian 
church at Danville the meetings were held at the old log court house, in private 
houses, and in vacant rooms wherever circumstances made it best to go. In 
1835 by means of much personal sacrifice, a church building was put up on the 
site of the present location of the stone church. This building is supposed to be 
the second Presbyterian church building in eastern Illinois. 

This church building became really historic; it was used for  everything that 
needed a hall in which to hold meetings. I t  was used for many years for almost 
all public gatherings, Sunday schools and other schools. On account of the 
prosperity of the church, a new house of worship was needed and built in 1858. 
This house was dedicated to the worship of God, December 24, 1865, the ser- 
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mon on that day being preached by the Rev. Joseph Tuttle, president of Wabash 
College. The cost of that building was $~a,ooo. In 1879, the Presbyterian 
church celebrated the semi-centennial of the organization of the society. In 
1904 the Presbyterian church of Danville celebrated its seventy-fifth anniver- 

I 

sary. 
The ministers of this church can easily be numbered, so few changes have 

been made. Beginning at the first there are: Rev. Samuel Baldridge, the first 
minister' who was employed to serve but half the time, he being a man of other 
employment. He was a physician. Rev. Kingsbury was engaged in 1831 and 
served the church continuously for twenty years. After that he continued his 
service as supply for seven years more. ~ f t e r  so acceptable a service as was 
rendered by Rev. Kingsbury it was not to be expected that the next pastorates 
would be as extended. So it is that the years between 1850 and 1870 the church 
was served by Nathaniel Kingsbury (a brother of "Father" Kingsbury) and Orrin 
Cooley, Chas. H. Palmer (son of the first elder Palmer and brother of Mr. Eben 
Palmer), Wm. R. Palmer, James W. Stark, JV. A. Hendrickson (who supplied 
two months in the summer of 1864), David R. Love, Charles P. Felch and 
\YiIliam R. Powers. 

In 1870 Rev. Asahel Brooks came to the pastorate of this church and was the 
beloved minister until his death in 1879. Rev. Brooks was pecularly fitted to be 
a minister in this locality and a citizen of Danville, at that time. In 1880 Rev. 
Chas. H. Little was called to this charge and served the church until 1893. Dur- 
ing the term of his service the Presbyterian church extended the bounds of its 
charge by doing some local missionary work which resulted in the forming of 
the Bethany church and Kingsbury chapel. 

In 1907, by act of the higher organizations of this denomination, the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian churches were united with the regular Presbyterian 
church and the churches of that, at one time, distinct church in Vermilion 
county, must be considered under the same general head. There was a large 
number of accessions to the First Presbyterian church in Danville, from the 
Cumberland church before this union, however. That was during the pastorate 
of Rev. Little. 

Rev. Little was followed in his pastorate by Rev. Willis E. Parsons who was 
installed pastor in 1893. Under his leadership the interest in Foreign Missions 
which this church had always held, was extended to the calling of a missionary 
to the field, the church had decided to take under particular care. I t  was then 
Rev. Wittemore was put in charge of the church in Korea which the Danville 
church supported. Rev. Parsons left the pastorate of the church in Danville to be- 
come president of the Parson's College in Iowa, a school established by his grand- 
father. Rev. Parsons was followed to the church in Danville by Rev. H. H. 
Shawhan. The first sermon was preached by the new pastor on Christmas day, 
1904. 

The Cumberland Presbyterian church has always been a strong church in 
Vermilion county, particularly within the southern part, owing more than in 
any other way to the energy and unceasing efforts of Rev. Ashrnore. This 
branch of the Presbyterian faith appealed to the needs of the pioneer more force- 
fully than did that of the regular church. The greatest difference in the two 
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churches were always the question of fatality in the Westminster Confession of 
faith, and the objection to an educated clergy. Believing that a man should 
preach whether he was educated or not, brought a class of preachers to the front 
who in no way were calculated to awe the people, and the early settlers of Ver- 
milion county, excepting those of the Society of Friends, many of them felt the 
power of this church and many chose the Cumberland church, so that large con- 
gregations were ready to go into the Presbyterian church where the union was 
affected in 1907. 

Through the untiring efforts of Rev. Ashmore in the early days, the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian church had a phenomenal growth in the southern part of 
Vermilion County. It was not long after he began his work in Vermilion County 
that Rev. Ashmore was invited to preach in the northeast part of Elwood tourn- 
ship. H e  was a powerful preacher and formed a church there in 1842, which 
took the name of Liberty church. 

Foster Elliott and wife, Alexander Campbell and wife, Andrew Davis and 
wife, Mrs. Kiturah Whitlock, Mrs. Baldwin and James Walls were among the 
first members. Elliott, Campbell and Davis were the first elders. 

The old log meeting house was built on Foster Elliott's land in 1843 and 
stood about a half mile southwest of the building, afterward put up for the 
same purpose. In 1871 there was a more pretentious church built. The man 
who served this church as pastors during the early days of the life of this church 
were Rev. James Ashmore, Rev. A. Whitlock, Mr. Vandeventer, J. W. Jordon, 
James McFerrin, H. Vandyne and again Rev. Ashmore. This church is at  
present on the circuit with the church at Georgetown. 

The Yankee Point Cumberland Presbyterian church was organized by Rev. 
Ashmore, November 5, 1853. The beginning of this church was interesting. 
Rev. Ashmore was in the midst of a series of fervent meetings which he was 
holding in the school house, and having them at the noon hour so as not to 
disturb the school, when one of the directors forbade the continuance of the 
meetings. The evangelist and his congregation were in no wise daunted but 
went to the house of James Thompson and had their meetings. The next day 
Rev. Ashmore had a deed for a lot put into his hand upon which to put up a 
h o ~ ~ s e  of worship, and a subscription with which to build it. The people made 
quick work both in organizing a society and in building a church in which to 
have their meetings. William Shark, William Golden, Arthur Patterson and 
James Long, were chosen elders and Isaac McPherson and William Carmichael, 
deacons. The membership was fifty to begin with, and comprised many names 
of the prominent early settlers. Of these, five went into the ministry. Allen 
Whitlock and his two brothers, (James and Thomas), Elam Golden and J. H.. 
Milholland. 

James Ashmore and Allen Whitlock preached for this church twenty years, 
and were followed by Revs. W. 0. Smith, L. P. Detheridge, Jonathan Cooley, 
Mr. Groves and G. W. Montgomery. This church was built almost in the 
exact geographical center of Elwood township as it was before its division. 
Another church in this township was the old Gilead. 

It was organized about the year after that at Yankee Point. The Fairmount 
Cumberland Presbyterian church was organized by Rev. G. W. Jordon in 1866. 
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This church was largely made up of those who came to this place to live from 
the neighborhood of Mt. Vernon church. The church was built in 1871. It 
had both Rev. Ashmore and his son as preachers. 

The Olive Branch Cumberland church was first built at old Homer, but when 
that town moved the church was located on the state road on what was then Wm. 
Hardin's land. All these Cumberland Presbyterian churches are united in cir- 
cuits under the management of the regular Presbyterian gavernmenr. 

Rev. Enoch Kingsbury was the pioneer Presbyterian preacher in Vermilion 
County, and Ross township reports his preaching from the time of its first 
settlement. In the southern part of the county the Cumberland Presbyterians 
had possession of the field, and no early communions of the regular Presbyte- 
rian church were established. I t  was in Danville and Ross township and Newel1 
township that they are t o  be found. 

When Alvin Gilbert went to Ross township he carried the devotion to the Pres- 
byterian church and to Rev. Kingsbury which came from personal knowledge. The 
Presbyterian church was organized at  his house in 1850 by Rev. Kingsbury. 
There were six members united to form the ch,tlrch: Joseph Hains, Millie 
Bicknell, Eliza Kingsbury, David and Elizabeth Strain and Mrs. Nancy Gil- 
bert. Mr. Gilbert did not himself join the church until some months after- 
ward. Services were held in Mr. Gilbert's house until the Odd Fellows built 
their hall when, in common with all other denominations, services were held 
there. Rev. Kingsbury's long service was terminated in 1868, when Rev. lli. N. 
Steele was employed, and continued to minister to the church until 1874. At 
this time Rev. John H. Dillingham, who had been for several years city mis- 
sionary in St. Louis, was employed in this Rossville church, where he remained 
for some years. The church building was erected in about 1869. It was a 
neat frame building 32x54, and cost $3,000. It had a vestibule at the corner 
surmounted by a belfry. I t  was dedicated October, 1870. 

The first appointment made by the Methodist Episcopal church in Dailville 
was in 1829, although probably some meetings had been held a year earlier. 
Danville was a part of the Eugene circuit, and covered also appointments in 
Indiana, and all of what is now known as Vermilion County and Champaign 
County. I t  was a four weeks' circuit, the preachers on it holding service every 
day in the week. Rev. James McKain and Rev. J. E. French were the first 
preachers in this circuit. After them came Rev. William Harshy and Rev. 
Cotton James. 

In 1836 G. W. Wallace made a warranty deed to the county commissioners 
(in trust) for the lot on corner of North and Vermilion streets. There seems 
to have been no trustees at that time, hence the deed being made to the com- 
missioners. In the interim, service was held in private houses, the school house, 
and in the groves. Among the first class leaders was Isaac McKinney, who 
lived near Kyger's mill. H e  would walk to town and back again for the pur- 
pose of holding the meetings. Among the members of the first class were 
Samuel Whitman and wife, Harvey Luddington and wife, James Hulce and 
wife, Mrs. Mary Sconce, and a few others. The first church building was put 
up soon after the deed was made and cost $800. Later a new house of worship 
was built on the same lot at a cost of $13,500, which served the North street 
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church as long as it remained on that location. When this church was built, 
it was called the finest house of worship in eastern Illinois. 

In 1869 a division of the North Street church was effected, and a new so- 
ciety formed. This was in February of this year, and by the following month 
Rev. Enoch Jones was officially appointed by the presiding elder as preacher 
in this charge. Rev. Sampson Shinn was the presiding elder. Rev. Jones con- 
tinued in this relation until the following April, when he was succeeded by Rev. 
Kelson R. Whitehead, who was the preacher until the meeting of conference 
the following fall, when Rev. James Rucker assumed the pastorate. At the 
date of its formal organization, this society had twenty members. Its first 
quarterly conference was held June 7, 1869. The first board of trustees com- 
prised John McMahan, John M. hlann, Jacob L. Hill, George IV. Hooton, 
Thomas Neely and J. G. English. The board of stewards were: Thomas Mc- 
Kibben, E. C. Abdill, G. W. Hooton, T. Xeely. J. L. Hill, J. 11. Lamm, J. G. 
English and J. Moody. Mr. English was appointed recording steward. -4s 
soon as the society was organized, the building of a house of worship was un- 
dertaken, and the dedication was November 18, 1869. The sermon was preached 
by Rev. Granville Moody of Kentrtcky. This church was named soon after 
its organization, in honor of Rev. I. C. Kimber. The pastors of Kimber church 
has been as follows: Rev. J. C. Rucker. Rev. George Stevens. Rev. William S. 
Hoober, Rev. Win. S. Musgrove. 

The Methodist Episcopal church is preeminently the popular pioneer society. 
In \rermilion County, Illinois, the Society of Friends and the Cumberland Presby- 
terian church divided territory in the southern part of it, and the Christian 
cl~urcl~ competed for ground in Blount and Pilot townships, yet the Methodists 
were by no means crowded out. Elijah Yager went from Tennessee to teach 
in a family of Friends in Elwood township. and held regular meetings of 
those leaning to this other faith, before there was any circuit made in connection 
with any conference. The first regular meetings of this church in connection 
with any conference, were conducted by Rev. James McKain and his assistant, 
Rev. John E. French. These men had charge of the Eugene circuit. Services 
\\-ere held in the house of Samuel Graham. This was in 1828. These two mct~ 
tlivided the circuit, thereby going to every charge once each fortnight. Each of 
the two preachers preached every day. They preached at Georgetown and at 
Cassadys. A class was formed at Xfr. Graliams house, consisting of Mr. and 
Mrs. Graham, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Shires, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Standfield, and Miss 
Graham. Mr. Shires was the first class leader. h'lr. French was an English- 
man. The circuit rider has hecoine a thing of the past; his sufferings would 
seem more unendurable these days of luxury, but at that time were taken 
but as a matter of course. Constantly on the go to meet appointment, never 
considering the meagre wage, his life is a marvel of unselfish helpfulness, al- 
most beyond the understanding of a young person of the present day. 

Among the local preachers who kept up the work in this community were 
Joseph Allison, Mr. Cassady. Patrick Cowan, Arthur J. Jackson, and Wn!. 
Sto~vers. Of the traveling preachers, those on record are Mr. Bradshaw, Asa 
and Tohn McMoultry, and Mr. Anderson and others. There was a class 
formed at Ridge Farm in 1852. This grew out of the class formed four years 
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before this, about a mile to the south. At the tiine the class was moved, 
Rev. G. ICV. Fairbanks was the presiding elder, and Rev. R. C. Horton 
was the preacher in charge. J. J. Donavan was class leader. Rev. Horton 
was a man of more than usual fearlessness of speech, and it is said that when 
he found that inany of the class, did not attend class meeting, he expressed 
himself in a characteristic way. At the end od the quarter he found that but 
17 of the 35 whose names were on the class book had attended, he set for- 
ward the 17 names and made this entry in the book: "I have only set for- 
ward the names of those people who have been to meeting; this is the best I 
can do. N. B. If any inore of the members wish to be considered members, 
they must show their wish by their coming forward and claiming their mem- 
bership, and being Methodists." At this time Ridge Farm belonged to George- 
town circuit. The first meetings were held in the Hardscrabble school house. 
Among the early tnenibers were David Ankrum, Israel Patton, Joseph Kuns, 
Thos. Robinson, William Foster, J. R. Green, Jesse Smith, David Little, Jonah 
Hole, Thos. Henderson, and Cyrus Douglas. Old father Robinson never failed 
to be on hand when it was meeting tiine, and if there were no others there, 
\vould sing and pray as though the house was full. The first church was built 
in 1856, at which time S. Elliott was presiding elder, and Simpson Shinn was 
preacher in charge. The building was 35 by 55, and was a very comfortable 
house. In 1859 Levi C. Peters y a s  presiding elder and Rev. G. W. Fairbanks, 
preacher. J. Hole and Thomas Henderson were class leaders. In 1863 it be- 
came Ridge Farm circuit. I t  was at this time that the church was burned, 
and the society bought a store building, where they worshiped until 1872, when 
another church was built. This church was built 35 by 60, at a cost of $3,000. 

Another Methodist church was organized a t  the house of Joseph Allison, 
who lived on section 25, at Quaker Point as early as 1831 or 1832. The 
preachers of the Danville circuit preached here with considerable regularity, 
and this was the beginning of the Bethel church. A log church was built near 
the state line in 1842, by Mr. Allison, Wm. Kendell and others. Mr. Galladay 
wished to build it further north, and had some logs hewn for that purpose. 

A Methodist church was built in Rossville in 1869. It was built of brick 
and cost $5,500. I t  was dedicated by elder Moody, who was called the "fight- 
ing parson." This reputation he made in the army when he would fight all day 
and pray all night, with equal power and faith. There was a union church 
building put up on section 34, about two iniles froin the south and two from 
the eastern line of the township, in which any christian denomination was 
free to  worship. The Methodist class made use of this, having the preachers who 
belonged to the Hoopeston circuit to be their pastors. 

The Methodist church of Hoopestoa was organized in 1872, by Rev. B. F. 
Hyde, of Rossville, and with Rev. Preston Wood as presiding elder. The preach- 
ing was first in McCracken's store. The circuit a t  that time included Schwartz, 
East Lynne, and Antioch, Rev. A. H. Alkire being pastor. In 1873 Rev. W. L. 
Lang was pastor, J. W. Phillips was presiding elder. Dick school house and 
Bridgemans school house were added as regular appointments. In 1874 Rev. 
Muirhead was pastor, and it was during his pastorate that the church was built. 
The first class in Middle Fork was organized at the house of John Johns - - in 
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1829. It  was in this year that Mr. Reuben Ps t low went with John Johns, 
who lived ten miles southeast of the Partlow neighborhood to Danville to 
attend meeting and to ask the preacher, R&. McKain to send an appointment 
to their neighborhood. They were successful, perhaps to tlie extent of hav- 
ing the circuit extended to the Partlow neighborhood. That, however, is a 
question not fully settled at  this time. At the titile the circuit was extended 
to Johns, it was the Eugene circuit, and extended to Big Grove in Champaign 
County. Rev. Hershey, it is remembered, followed Rev. hlcKain and during 
his pastorate the circuit did extend to the Partlow neighborhood. Ten years 
later this class grew to be the Partlow church. During the pastorate of the 
preacher next following these classes became a part of the Danville circuit. 
For at least ten years there were no church buildings, but preaching was held 
in hoines. Where there were two rooills in a house, the preacher could stand 
so as to be heard in both rooms. The preaching points were Blue Grass, Part- 
lows and Moreheads. The list of preachers were identical with those of Dan- 
ville, which are given on another page. Of these, Mr. Risley was a good man, 
but he got into trouble through a desire to see one party win the election; he 
was too much of a partisan to suit his people. Mr. Little was a talented 
preacher and a very acceptable pastor, but got into debt and did not have the 
courage to face it out. Few of these preachers if any, had any education. but 
were popular with their people. Rev. Harshey lived and died in Danville, and 
has always been spoken of with respect and praise. 

In 1840 Mr. Partlow begged to contribute land upon which a church could 
be built. This added one more reason for the gratitude of the people to this 
pioneer in Methodism in the country included ill Middle Fork township. This 
little church on the Middle Fork bottoms was a rude affair. The studding, 
beams and rafters were poles; the laths were rived out and the shingles were 
home made; in fact it was all homemade material except the door. windows and 
siding. The seats were slabs with legs stuck in them. This building was used 
for the first school held in town. In 1865, another church was built and called 
the Partlow chapel. For a long time this was a part of the Vermilion cir- 
cuit, but in 1865 the four appointments were set off and became Blue Grass 
appointment. 

In 1877 the parsonage at Myersville was built. The church at what was called 
Blue Grass, was built in 1854 during the administration of Rev. Wallace, and 
was named for him, being called Wallace chapel. I t  stands in section 28, one- 
half mile south of Blue Grass postoffice. The first church built at hlarys- 
ville was put up in 1870. An old Methodist Episcopal church which stood 
about one-half mile south of Newtown, was built in 1835 or 1836. It  was 
later called d d  Bethel. A class had been formed some time before this time 
and rnet in private homes. The prominent members of this society at that time 
were Eli Helmick, Stephen Griffith, Mr. Haston, and many others. The Bethel 
circuit included a vast territory. People came for remote points in order to 
go to church. Twenty miles was not considered a great distance to go to 
quarterly meeting. In 1873 a new church was built in Newtown. The New- 
town circuit included the stations of Pilot, Chapel, Emberry, Finley and Bethel. 
Nearly all the first organized societies of Oakwood township were the outgrowth 
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of the church a t  Bethel. In Blount township the first Methodist Episcopal 
church was at the home of John Johns, and for seven years this society held 
their service a t  that place. About 1839 a small frame church was built near 
Mr. Johns home. 

The Fairchilds church, usually called the brick, was built in 1849. I t  was 
built under the supervision of Daniel Fairchild, but all the people gladly helped 
to put up their house. The Lewman church was built in 1858. Mr. James 
Lewman and John Wattles were interested in getting the work along. Old 
Peter Hastings, an itinerant preacher, whose life was consecratecl to  his work, 
used to hold services in the Lewman home, organized the first class here and 
urged the building of "Lebanon." 

O n  day, in 1826, a Methodist Episcopal preacher was passing the house 
of William Delay, in Newel1 township, and Mr. Delay invited him to stop. Be- 
fore lle left he preached a sermon to  the neighbors who had collected to hear 
him. The Delay class was immediately organized and the circuit preaching 
begun. Mr. Delay and his wife Susan were first members of this class. At 
different times between this date and 1835 the following with many others 
whose names have not been kept, went into this class: Mary Boston, Anthony 
Howard, John Brewer and his wife Lavina, Aunt Polly Makemson and her 
husband, James Makemson, Christina Brewer, Sarah Roderick, Jane and Jacob 
Delay, Aunt Polly Current, and her husband, William Current. This was the 
first Methodist class organized in Newel1 township, and indeed the first preach- 
ing as well. The next place was Peter Starr's. This was a stated place fo1- 
worship for several years. The genuine piety and hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
Starr endeared them to  all the class. The services were begun there in the 
fall of 1829. The Eckler school house was used for services of not only this 
denomination, but of all others. The Methodist Episcopal preachers were the 
same as those in Danville. The Methodist Episcopal church at Myersville did 
not organize until about 1840. Meetings were held a t  Henry Wood's, John 
Humphrey's James Davison's ancl the Kerr school house. In about 1854 the 
meeting house at Myers mill was built and called Wesley chapel. This church 
has met the fate of the town of Myersville. 

The Methodist Episcopal society was organized at State Line in 1857. In 
about 1865 they built their church. S a m ~ ~ e l  Beck, who afterward won dis- 
tinction in the pulpits of Indiana, was preacher at that time. The first hleth- 
odist Episcopal class formed in Butler township was organized in 1855. I t  
I t  was formed at the house of Eli Dobb. I t  was an interesting class ancl grewb 
into three separate churches: that at Schwartz, a t  Rankin and at Pellsville. 
When this church was formed there were sixteen members. C. Atkinson was 
the preacher in charge, and John Vinson was his assistant. This church be- 
longed to the Danville circuit, and there was no church in all the country but 
the Wallace chapel and the old church in the bottoms called Partlow's church. 
The preaching appointment was each alternate week, and as it was a very 
cold winter, Atkinson did not reach his appointments all during the winter. 
Mr. Vinson was faithful, however, and there was service at every appointed 
day. Greenbury Garner, Milo Butler, and W. H. McVey, were on the Dan- 
ville circuit before 1861. Mr. Elliott was presiding elder and after him was 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 351 

L. Pilnor. The Blue Grass circuit was formed in 1865, and the Swartz school 
house was built. S. Shinn was presiding elder. The class was divided, and 
those living near here were provided with regular preaching at this school 
house, which appointment belonged to the Blue Grass circuit, and those over 
by Dobbs were in the Paxton circuit The class over a t  East Lynn was formed 
in 1869. The church was built in 1875, and although they had some help from 
Danville, the most of the expense was borne by the local church. It  was built 
under the preaching of Rev. J. Muirhead. This was put into the Hoopeston 
circuit. The Methodist church at Rankin was built in 1874. The first preacher 
here was the Rev. bV. H. Musgrove. This church really became the successor 
to the first class organized in the township, at Dobbs' house, which appoint- 
ment was in the Paxton circuit. 

The Methodist Episcopal church was built in 1873 and 1873. It was put 
into the Rankin circuit and served by the same preachers that were at Rankin. 
The Baptist church of Danville was organized in 1873, and held meetings for 
that purpose on the first Sabbath of the year named in Robert McDonald's 
hall, over Freese & Eayles store on Main street. After a sermon preached by 
the Rev. T. S. Graham, he advised those present who felt at all so inclined 
to organize a church, the following persons signed the covenant: Mrs. F. B. 
Freese, Mrs. M. F. C. Swilbur, NI. K. Gayle, Mrs. H. L. Holton, Mrs. S. 
Kimball, J. W. Parker, E. Wilkinson, Mrs. E. Wilkinson and Mrs. Eliza Davis. 
The church then call Rev. Graham to be their pastor. This church built their 
house of worship on the corner of Walnut and RiIadison streets. They very 
much need a new church which they expect to build soon and, indeed have had 
the means to this end for several past years. The Baptist church of Hoopeston 
was organized by Rev. G. T. Willis from Champaign in 1873, with twelve tnenl- 
bers. The church was put into the Gilman Association, and for a long time 
was kept in connection without a pastor. 

The old Middle Fork Baptist church was organized in 1834. by Elder Free- 
man Smalley, with about twenty members. Freeman, Eenjarllin and James 
Smalley and their wives, Mr. Herro and wife, Polly Stearns, Levi Asher and 
wife, Mr. Purse11 and wife, Mr. Stevens (a licensed preacher of English 
birth) and wife. hfr. A. Sowders and wife, Mr. Pentecost and wife. San~uel 
Copeland and wife, and Mrs. White were early members of this church. This 
church was prosperous until the war times, when questions arose and the 
people took strong sides. which resulted in disaster. In 1852 a church was 
organized called Hopewell, and included as many as possible of the parent 
church, together with newcomers. in and about Blue Grass. The pastors of 
the old church succeeding Elder Smalley, were Revs. Dodson. A. C. Blanken- 
ship and Benjamin Harris. 

The Point Pleasant church was organized in 1866 by Elder C. B. Seals, 
who was a licensed preacher. Under his pastorate. the church was built in 
1867. A word should be said right here about the Smalley family. They 
came among the very first to the northwestern part of Blount township, and 
have exercised a beneficial influence on society, as leaders in religion and edu- 
cational affairs. These earnest pioneer believers upheld the doctrine of the 
Baptist faith in and around Higginsville. They organized several churches in 
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this vicinity. The good results of Freeman Smalley's labors are by no means 
forgotten, even to this day. The first Baptist church was formed at Mr. 
Smalley's house in about 1834. As no house used as a home could hold the 
people who wanted to hear him preach, the followers soon looked about to 
find a place of better accommodations. In 1837 the church was built at  Hig- 
ginsville, a few rods west of where the store afterward stood. This church 
was the product of united labor. I t  was built as carefully as possible, and all 
the neighborhood was out ready and anxious to give of their best strength and 
skill. The siding was made of black walnut, and the floor was made of ash. 
This building stood in place until it went into such need of repair it was taken 
down. One of the preachers must have had great influence if he was as well 
rounded out as was his name. This was Elder Bartlett Dowel1 Crede Herro. 
Other preachers were Elder Smalley and the Blankenships. The regular Pre- 
destinarian Baptists were early in the field as a religious factor in Oakwood 
township. Their first meetings were in the neighborhood of Conkeytown. 
These meetings were in a school house near the old Aaron Dalby farm. Khodcs 
Smith was the principal man of influence in the church. At that time he was 
keeping a small store on the east side of Stoney Creek, on the state road. John 
Or r  was the first preacher in this "hardshell Baptist" church. A little later 
Mr. Smith moved further up the creek near "Crab Apple Grove," and a society 
was formed and met at his house regularly. This was in 1858. The organizer- 
and minister was Rev. John Orr. After some time the meetings were held in 
the Gormon school house. They continued to be held in this school house until 
the building of their church, one and a half miles north of Oakwood station. 
This was put up in the spring of 1876. 

About 1854 the Missionary Baptists established a church on Stoney Creek. 
The first preachers were Carter and Blankenship. One of the prominent mem- 
bers of this society was Seneca Stearns. The church was built in 1857. This 
denomination is not largely represented in the county, and although there may 
be other societies of them in the past, this is the only one discovered. 

Before attempting a history of the Church of Christ in this county, it is 
well to have the distinction made between what at first appears to be several 
denominations. The confusion of the churches, called the Church of Christ, the 
Christian, the Campbellites and the New Lights, all arise from there being 
real names and nicknames of the same societies. There are the two churches 
only: the one is the Church of Christ, which is sometimes called the "Camp- 
bellite" church, because its members are followers of the teachings of Alex- 
ander Campbell; and the Christian church which is sometimes known as the 
"New Light" church. 

I n  Danville, there are four of the Church of Christ, and one of the Christian 
church. These churches are both represented in Vermilion County. Until Jan- 
uary, 1873, there were no churches of this denomination in Danville. John P. 
Rowe held service in the hall of the LeSeure block in that month, the result 
of which was the organization of a church of this denomination. Soon after 
this time, the church called the Rev. W. R. Jewell, as their pastor. H e  remained 
in charge for some time, being at the same time editor of the Danville News. 
During the time of his pastorate the church increased in numbers and put up 
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a neat building. This beginning has resulted in establishing three churches of 
this denomination in Danville. These churches are not only strong in num- 
bers, but are able to report much g d ,  having been done by them. Rev. S. S. 
Jones came to the First Church of Christ in 1894, and has proven to be a man 
of unusual strength in his church. After a pastorate of several years, he severed 
his connection with that church, but not to leave Danville. A second Church 
of Christ had already been organized and had a pastor. So popular were 
both Rev. Jones and his wife, that a third church was formed and he was called 
to it as its pastor. That church has proven a force for great good in the 
community. It  has supported a mission Sunday school in both Oaklawn and 
South Danville. Oaklawn school is under the charge of the Second Church, 
more fully than that of this church at present, but the Sunday school in South 
Danville is the work of the third Church of Christ, without aid from any other 
church. 

The Church of Christ was made popular and extended in its usefulness 
through the work of Raleigh Martin. What Rev. Ashmore was to the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church, Rev. Martin was to the Church of Christ in 
Vermilion County. He located a church at Hoopeston in 1873. The Church 
of Christ was organized at Fairmount in 1877. Another church organized by 
elder Martin was at  Marysville in 1860. Another of his successful churches 
was organized in a school house, north of Conkeytown, in about this time or 
earlier. The church organized at the Gormon school house, was yet another 
Elder Martin established. Several churches were early established in Blount 
township. The one which was formed in 1834 with Samuel Swisher, Samuel 
131oomfield ant1 James Magee, as the first officers, met from house to house 
for nlany years, and at last put up a building just east of Copelands. Elder 
Rlartin preached here once a month for fifteen years. This denomination was 
represented in Newel1 township as early as 1834. The church was called the 
Walnut Corners. When the meeting house was built in 1850. every denomi- 
nation was made to feel free to use it. Pleasant View Church of Christ was 
located in the Leonard settlement. There are other churches of this denomi- 
nation to be found throughout this section. This church had much to do in 
shaping the history of Vermilion County, particularly in the western part and 
the northern part. 

The Christian church, or "New Lights" as they are often called, have 
societies throughout the county. There is one church of this denomination in 
Danville located on North Walnut street. The others which were formed at 
an early time in the history of the county are: the one at Tilton organized 
in 1872, the one at section 34, in Grant township, founded in 1870. the society 
at Finley chapel, the church at Conkeytown, and other parts of Oakwood township. 

Churches which have determined history in the eastern states, such as the 
Congregational the Unitarian, and the Universalist society, are found corn- 
pletely wanting in Vermilion County. The exception of the latter must be 
made. however, since there is a church of this denomination in Hoopeston. 
Up to the years 1863-64, there was no Protestant Episcopal church in Vermilion 
County. This is not such as strange thing as at first seems. Up to that time, 
the pioneer days had hardly passed and the church of this denomination did not 
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appeal to the back woodsman or the hardy tradesman, or man of a trade. 
particularly as it was the church of a nation which this nation had hardly come 
to emulate. The habits of refined society rather than those of a new country 
builds up these churches, while those of the pioneer tend toward building up 
the churches as the Christian church, the Methodist Episcopal and the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian churches. SO it is that the county was thirty and more 
years old, before there was a demand for a church of this denomination. And 
even when there were enough newcomers to make an organization of this 
kind possible, the church came and remained as a mission rather than an in- 
dependent church. 

Rev. Osborn of Chicago held service during the years of 1863 and 1864. 
December 10, 1865, E. J. Puryt, at that time late of Logansport, Indiana, was 
here holding service. The following evening a meeting was called with the 
purpose of definite work. It was at  this time that the founding of a church 
was brought about. A committee of general extension was appointed and 
consisted of the following: Mrs. Wm. Hessey, Mrs. Henry S. Forbes, Mrs. 
IMatilda Holton, and Messrs. John Donlon, J. C. Winslow, Charles Cotton, 
J. R. Baker and R. W. Hanford. A t  the organization of this church there 
was only one communicant in town. With sor unpromising a beginning the 
Holy Trinity Episcopal church of Danville has grown into a flourishing in- 
stitution which spared the number of communicants that swarmed from the 
hive, forming the St. Marks church. The Holy Trinity church is pleasantly 
housed in a small but very pleasing church on North Vermilion street. The 
church is as pleasingly furnished on the interior as on the outside, and shows 
good taste in every part of its building. Father Rochstroh has been the 
loved rector. St. Mark's church was organized in 1908. Their building is lo- 
cated in the northern part of Danville. A rectory was bought and service held 
in it while the building was in course of construction. 

The policy of the Romish church is concentration. So it is there is no use 
in loo-king for this church in every village, while the great churches in a city 
are always of the Roman Catholic denomination. Danville has two Roman 
Catholic churches and they are both in the same part of town, and at the 
opposite end of Danville from where the largest church was organized. I t  was 
in 1852 that Father Ryan held service in the northwest of Danville at near 
what was the then I. B. and W. railroad bridge. In 1858 they built the first 
brick church, located on Chestnut near Elizabeth street. The cost of this building 
was about $1,500. The first priest was Father Lambert, and the first bishop 
who ever preached in Danville was Bishop Foley of Chicago. The congregation 
outgrew the church building by 1880, and another was put up on east Main street. 

The Catholic churches in Danville have been organized by nationality. The 
largest church was what was called the Irish Catholic and the other is the 
German Catholic church. The Irish Catholic church has included Americans, 
while the service in the German church has been in a strange tongue for the con- 
venience of those from Germany, who have come to America. This church is 
located a t  the corner of Green and College streets. I t  was built in 1863. 
Previous to that date the congregation held service in the other Catholic church. 
This building was put up at a cost of $4,570, and was formally dedicated by the 
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Rt. Rev. John W. Luers, bishop of Fort Wayne. The first priest in charge was 
Rev. A. M. Reck. This church is responsible for the St. Elizabeth Hospital, 
which is considered more at length in the chapter that includes this subject. 
The Germans have other churches in Danville. 

The German Lutheran church is one of the strongest in the city. The first 
service of this denomination was held in November, 1862 at the house of J. 
Hacker. These meetings were continued from time to time until in February 
of the following year it was decided to organize a church. In 1865 they built 
a church and established a day school in which the elementary branches were 
to be taught together with the peculiar tenets of their religion. In  1857 Rev. 
G. Keiser was engaged in the Marshall Mission. His field included Marshall, 
Paris and Clarksville. He  was the first one to be invited to come to Danville 
to preach to the Germans. He went from house to house of the Germans and 
ask them to, go to the home of Mr. Jacob Shatz for a meeting. From the time 
of this first meeting Danville was considered as a regular appointment. In the 
course of time they built the brick church at the corner of Rladison and Jack- 
son streets. This was the second church they had built. I t  was dedicated on 
Sunday, November 30, by Dr. Fowler, then president of the Northwestern 
University. 

In 1862 the Gerinan United Brethern in Christ, built them a church at a 
cost of $600, but later built a larger one at a cost of $3,033. This church had 
been organized some time before any steps were taken to build a house of 
worship. The first preaching service held by the U. B. church was in the old 
Gerinan church in 1870. A church was built in the following year. Four years 
later this building was taken down and removed to North Vermilion street, 
where a better one was erected. The Welsh Independent church was organ- 
ized in South Danville, March 10, 1872. They bought the building formerly 
used and owned by the U. B. church. The former society disbanded and 
had no use for the building. 

FRIENDS I N  VERhIILION COUNTY. 

-4 society which has doubtless been the greatest factor in the development 
of Vermilion County, in the southern part of it is the Quakers or Friends. The 
Society of Friends was early established and from the very first start of the 
county its influence has been felt. Vermilion County. "Past and Present," con- 
tains a sketch of these peculiar people ~vhich is worth copying in full. I t  must 
he known that while the customs of the people are apparently being lost, there 
are many of even the younger members of the Society of Friends, who cling to 
its belief and ways of doing. 

A wedding in which the two contracting parties were members of the So- 
ciety of Friends, took place but the other day in this community. The two 
young people made known to their respective monthly meetings their intention 
to marry. The matter was gone over by a committee appointed by the monthly 

f 
L" meetings, and a favorable report returned. The two then proceeded about the 

matter. There were no flowers at this wedding, no decorations of any kind. 
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The bridal party, which consisted of the bride, the bridegroom and four attend- 
ants, took their places on the front seats in the church, and after almost an 
hour spent in almost absolute silence, they arose and repeated the ceremony, 
no preacher being required. The marriage certificate was signed by a number 
of prominent Friends in the congregation and will be placed on the records in 
the county. Immediately after the ceremony, the bridal party went to their 
home, where there was a well furnished house and dinner was served. The 
ceremony is a beautiful and impressive one, and must be rehearsed until both 
are perfectly acquainted with all tlie reqtlirements of it. All the young people 
of this society do not insist upon this quaint old ceremony, but many yet do 
use it. 

In  the early years of the nineteenth century the Friends or Quakers in the 
east and south became dissatisfied with their surroundings and began an exodus 
north and westward. The reason for this movement was probably twofold: 
first, to get away from slavery, which was very distasteful to them and which 
they considered a very wrong and vile business besides being contrary to their 
church creed; second, having never been very prosperous in the rocky and 
mountainous regions of Virginia and Tennessee, they determined to establish 
themselves in a more fertile and productive region where they could build for 
themselves a religious and educational community according to their own ideas 
and beliefs. Ohio and Indiana received a great number of these emigrants, 
some of which being still dissatisfied, pushed farther west and settled in the 
fertile plains of Vermilion County, Illinois, near what is now Vermilion Grove. 
This was soon after the grand old Prairie state had been admitted to state- 
hood, and since that time many communities ancl meetings have sprung up 
around this place. 

The first of these settlers came by way of Indiana from Jefferson County, + 

Tennessee, arriving at Vermilion Grove in 1822. Among the first families 
were those of John Haworth, Henry Canaday and John Mills, John Haworth 
settled on what is now known as the Academy Farm, which was donated to 
that institution by his son, Elvin Haworth, some years ago. On this farm was 
located a rude log hut, in which the first meetings for worship were held soon 
after the settlement was made. Henry Canaday settled on what is known as 
the R. H. Canaday farm, one-half mile west of the Grove. Henry Canaday 
was the first man to be appointed to the position as head of the meeting, a 
place of great importance in the carrying on of the Friends church at that 
early day. 

John hlills settled on what is known as the old Mills homestead, two miles 
west of the station near where Richard Mills now lives. The country was 
wild prairie and timber lands at that time. Foxes and wolves were plentiful, 
and wild turkeys and prairie chickens furnished much f w d  for the settlers. 
Indians, wild ancl fierce, still roamed over the prairie and timber lands and 
hunted the bison and deer and fished unmolested along the little streams. No 
roads were seen except the hunter's path. KO bridges crossed the sluggish 
streams. No fences bound the traveler's way, but nature held complete con- 
trol and seemed to battle hard against invasions made by human hands. Ague 
and fever proved dreadful foes and pestilence made havoc among the little 
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band, but push and perseverance which those early settlers possessed and 
which has been a predominant characteristic of their descendants, soon made 
the wild and barren lands "to blossom like the rose" and produce abundant 
crops. Ponds were drained, the land was cleared, roads were laid out, and 
soon the country assumed the appearance of civilization. 

Following the first settlers, or families, came the Hendersons, in 1824, and 
the Reeses in 1830, and Hesters and Mendenhalls about the same time. Others 
whose names are not mentioned came early and helped to  make up the neigh- 
borhood and subdue the wild country. The first "meeting house" was built 
in 1823 in the north end of what is now Vermilion cemetery. I t  was built 
of huge walnut logs, measuring froill two to three feet in diameter. The roof 
was clapboards ancl the seats were hewn logs. It was here in this rude house 
that Friends for miles around came together regularly, twice a week for twenty- 
nine years to worship God and study of Hill1 out of His word. At the end 
of this time, or  in 1853, the first frame house was built near urhere the log 
one stood. This house had many nlore accomn~odations, but still the conven- 
iences were very meager compared with a modern church. The first branch 
meeting was established at ElwootI, at which place a log house was built about 
1830. This cabin served as a church until 1846, when a frame house with a 
stone foundation was built. 

The next meeting set up was at Hopenre11 and a house was built in 1848, 
and then at Pilot Grove about the same year. Ridge Farm, Carol and Georgetown 
meetings were established later. Sabbath schools were earlv established in 
all the meetings and reading and sl)elling were the branches taught. Later the 
Bible became the text-book. The quarterly meeting was begun in 1863 in that 
tnemwable year of the Civil war. The \'crmilion meeting llouse being too 
small for thc accommodation of the crowds that gathered at these times, was 
enlarged the same year ant1 stood as a landmark for all the country around. 
until its place was taken by the splendid new brick structure which was btiilt 
in r884. 

The quarterly meeting is no\\. conlposed of eight monthly ineetings with a 
total mermkrship of one thousand eight hundred members. All of these meet- 
ings are not in lTesmilion County, but all have sprung from this central point. 

Friends have always believed in education as a means of uplifting humanity. 
and provisions were early made for schools. The first school was a subscril)- 
tion school taught by Reuben Black, who came from Ohio, in 1824-5. It 
was in a Bog house one mile west of Vermiliot~ Grove. These were fourteen 
children on roll and the branches taught were reading, writing and slxlling. 
Atnong others whose names are mentioned as early teachers were Elijah Yea- 
ger, I-Ienry Fletcher and Elisha Hobbx. In 2849 the people g-ot up a subscrip- 
tion to build a new house, but could not raise the money, so David and Elvin 
I-iaworth and \\;illiaiu Canaday with the help of some others, built what was 
called Vermilion Seminary, in 1850. a building thirty by fifty-two. with two 
recitation rooms and supplied with proper desks and furniture. They employed 
J. M. Davis as principal and school opened with one hundred and ten students. 
This school continued for many years and prospered. The standard of educa- 
tion was held high, and as a result the Academy was founded in 1874. This 
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was really a continuation of the old seminary, which disappeared with the 
advent of free schools. The present two-story brick building was erected at 
a cost of eight thousand dollars. A peoples' endowment of ten thousand dol- 
lars was raised. William Rees, John Henderson, Richard Mendenhall, John 
Elliott, Jonah M. Davis and Elvin Haworth were the first board of trustees. 
Edwin Harney was first principal. The school is under control of Vermilion 
quarterly meeting of Friends church, but it is not sectarian. The location of 
the academy is a very beautiful one, in a natural grove of three acres which 
was donated to the school by Thomas Hester, father of the late William Hester. 
Other liberal donations have been made to the institution, among which was 
the donation by Elvin Haworth of all his property, including a splendid farm 
of one hundred and twenty-five acres close by. A movement is on foot at 
the present to increase the endowment ten thousand dollars more, which if 
accomplished, will put the school on a splendid financial basis. The quarterly 
meeting is proud of her school and liberally patronizes the institution. 

Such is the history of Friends from their beginning in Elwood township 
and Vermilion township and Vermilion County. Many points of interest are 
necessarily omitted, but we feel sure that the points mentioned will be of in- 
terest to many. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE VERMILION COUNTY PRESS. 

The first paper published in Vermilion County was printed at Danville, in 
1832. I t  was started by Mr. Williams and R. H. Bryant. I t  was a democratic 
organ. This paper was supported for a few years and then Mr. Williams sold 
to Bryant who took in Rlr. Loveless as a partner. Later he sold to Mr. Delay. 
-4fter a while Mr. Bryant bought it back and moved the paper to Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

The Danville News was established in 1873, and in 1874 passed under the 
control of the Illinois Printing Company. I t  was issued as a weekly paper 
for two years when the daily edition was established. The daily News was in 
continuous existence until it was consolidated with the Commercial in June, 1893. 
Air. W. R. Jewel1 was editor of the paper during these twenty years. 

The Danville Weekly Post was established in Danville in 1878, by Jacobs & , 

'Thompson. I t  was the only democratic paper in the county for some time and 
had a large circulation. The Danville Commercial was established in 1879 by 
the banking and real estate firm of Short & Wright. The editor of this paper 
was P. D. Hammond. In  1867 Mr. J. G. Kingsbury became the editorial asso- 
ciate of Mr. Hammond. At that same date Mr. Wright retired from the firm 
and Abraham Sandushy and Andrew Gundy went into the firm thereafter to be 
known as John C. Short 8z Co. The Plaindealer was another paper previously es- 
tablished which the Comnlercial bought in 1867. In a short time the name of Plain- 
deder was dropped from the title of the paper it being merged into the Commercial. 

In  1878 the Danville Times which had hitherto been a bright paper under the 
management of A. G. Smith was merged into the Con~mercial and from that time 
the Daily Danville Coinmercial was a paper of the county until in 1893 when it 
was consolidated with the Danville News and has since been known as the 
Gommercial News. 

The  Danville Press was established in 1885 and was the organ of the 
democratic party in Vermilion County for  years, or until the split in the ranks 
of tkat party made another paper expedient. The Danville Democrat was then 
established in 1598 and soon became the paper most popular because of its 
worth without regard to its political bias. In 1907 these two papers were con- 
solidated and now the organ of the democratic party is the Press Democrat. 

In 1873 the Rossville Observer was established by Mr. Moore. I t  was re- 
publican at  first but in 1876 went with the Greenback cause. Mr. Moore continued 

359 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 360 

its publication for three years and then went to Champaign. In  1876 Mr. 
C r o ~ ? e r  commenced the publication of the "Enterprise," a republican paper, 
and continued it for nearly two years. H e  then went to Homer. The Marys- 
ville Independent was established in 1876 by Ben Biddlecome. I t  was a six 
column folio, independent in politics and religion, devoted to the news o f .  the 
day and was well sustained by the business men. This paper was conducted in 
Vermilion County but a short time, however, when it was removed to  Betnent. 

The Hoopeston Chronicle has been a force in all matters of Vermilion 
County. I t  was established by Dale Wallace before there was a business house 
finished in Hoopeston and by its spirit, pluck and literary merit did more to ad- 
vance the interests of Hoopeston t11an ever can be estimated. The Hoopestoil 
Chronicle was established by Mr. Wallace ancl G. Mr. Seaveyon, January I ,  

1872. They sold out to L. F. Watson on the first of January, 1877, and on 
July of the same year &/TI-. Wallace came into control of it again as sole owner. 
Mr. Wallace showecl his courage while managing the Chronicle to edit a racy, 
ne\l-sjr and pullgent paper which never showed any halting support nor timi(l 
opposition to any measure. The Woopeston Chronicle has been a power since 
it was first established. It has lost none of its popularity under the many re- 
cent years' managenlent of Mr. Charles Mr. Warner. Mr. Warner bought the 
Hoopeston chronicle July I ,  1882. The list of papers publislxtl at present in 
Vermiliorl County is a long one but there is not one of these which o~rtshines 
the Hoopeston Chronicle. 

The "National Anti- hTonopoly Jourtlal" was establislietl by J . hi .  Clark in 
1880. I t  was succeeded by the "Journal," the "Sentil~el," the "News," and finally 
by the "Hel-ald," uncler different managements, and is now published by Mrs. 
Jennie R. Deatrich ant1 her daugltter, Miss Natalie Deatrich. 

The Rossville "Observer" \-\.as establishetl by J. 13. R'loore 1 think in 1872, 
lwt was tliscotltitl~ted about six years later. 

The Rossville "Enterprise" was estaMished by John C. Croiner early in 1876 
and was moved to  Homer. CI.lanlpaign County, about the first of October, 1877. 
where it is still published. 

The Rossville "Press" was establishetl 1)y Frank J. ("Tony") Pasteur in 

1879. Tt has lived ancl has been consolidated with other papers in Rossville 
several times uncler several different inanagements, and is now published by 
Bert E. Pinkerton. 

The publishers for Rossville are J. 11. Rfoore, John C. Cromer, Frank J. 
Pasteur, George Stout, W. H. Soden, Will S. Dill. J. Gus Lane, William A. 
Hackman, Perry 14. Warner, Ed White and Bert E. Pinkerton. 

The Hoopeston ptlblishers, aside froill those coilnected wit11 the Chronicle. 
are J. M. Clark, Billie Spence, Haven M. Haff, William Fleming, Charles P. 
Huey, Willianl A{. Afathis, George R. Deatrich, Cooper c9L Green, Lewis A. 
Smith, S. A. Barnes, E. Eugene Alrter, J. J. Pittser, Mrs. Jennie R. Deatrich. 

The papers published in Danville at this time are beside those already men- 
tioned : Danville Banner (prohibition organ), Danville Record, Deutschc. 
Zeiturlg. and the Echo (colored people's organ). 
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TRANSPORTATION I N  VERMILION COUNTY. 

STAGE-COACH LIN ES-RAILROADS-TRrlOTION SYSTEM. 

Earliest means of travel through the county ivas by way of the stage-coach. 
These lines were established to accommodate passengers from one point to the 
other, who otl~erwise would have to go on horseback, as well as to carry the 
United States mail. These stage-coach lines folloived the state roads north and 
south and east and west. The mails were carried three times a week and, 
previous to  the established stage-coach lines, were taken on horseback. The 
old Fort Clark road, or as it had been later by its changed direction, become 
the Danville and Urhana road, was the course of the east and west line of 
stage-coaches. The north and south line was on the old Chicago and Vin- 
cennes highway, which was changed fro111 its original course in 1849. This 
relocation was made beginning a t  the south side of North Fork a t  Gilbert's 
ford, according to the following field notes of the surveyar: ( I )  S. m E. 1,750 
to Coon's Corner; (2) S. 8 E. 2,000 to hlessick's Corner; ( 3 )  south 6,500 on 
line to road. Jnl~tl  Dernerst and Alvan Gilbert were road viewers at that time. 
I t  was in 1832 that a postal route was established from Chicago via Danvilie 
to Viucennes, and lour years later the one from Danville to Springlield by 
way of Uecatur. 'This same year, 1836, the third postal rotrte. the one from 
D a ~ ~ v i l l e  to Ottawa, was opened. This was the year that shows greatest in- . 
terest in postal routes, since it records not only the one iron1 Danville to 
Springfield, the one fro111 Danville to Ottawa, but yet another, the one from 
Indianapolis by way of Danville (Indiana) RocLville. I\iIontez~~ma, and New- 
port to Danville, Illinois. 

A few years later another nlail route from Springfield to  La Fayette was 
established by way of Danville. These routes were used by the people of Vei-- 
milion County to not only send ant1 receive their mail, but along which they 
went when occasion demanded, and these were the roads which were used by 
newcomers into this part of the new west. I t  was along these roads that all 
communication with the outside world was made. The eastern limits of the 
county was several miles from the Wabash river. and when travel along the 
waterways was made, these intervening miles had to be covered either by horse- 
back, in a wagon, or  by foot. 

There was a line of boats from Cincinnati direct to  Perrysville and Cov- 
ington, and which could, in high water, hope to reach La Fayette, in Indiana; . 
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j but those living in Vermilion County were obliged to take their products to 
these river towns and haul all merchandise and other commodities back. The 
whole country as far  west as the Sangamon was thus made tributary to, and 
wholly dependent upon La Fayette, Attica, Covington, Perrysville and Eugene 
for their supplies. I t  was not until the railroads were built that this section 
was released from dependence upon the Wabash river and the canal which 
ran alongside of it, that Vermilion County had a chance to develop, equal if 
not superior, to  these river towns. T o  overcome this handicap of being back 
from the Wabash river, the people of Vermilion County tried to slack-water 
the Vermilion river and make it navigable to its mouth. Failing in this, they. 
in company with citizens of other counties, petitioned congress as early as 1831 
to  grant a strip of land from Vincennes to Chicago, on which to construct a 
railway. 

The outcome of this was the charter secured in 1835 for the Chicago & 
Vincennes Railway. Among the charter members of this, appear the names 
of Gurdon S. Hubbard (who had a few years before this taken up his residence 
in Cl~icago), John H. Murphy, and Isaac R. Moore, of Danville. This -was 
the first attempt at building a rival to the stage-coach, and it was, for the 
time being, a failure. 

The first competition the stage-coach line had was in the completion of the 
Wabash Railroad, in 1856. Even then, however, the coach was not abandoned, 
for the steam car covered but a comparatively small portion of the territory to 
which the United States mail was carried. The Wabash Railroad was the 
first steam motor for crossing Vermilion County and now, so extensive has 
become the railroad in this section, that there is not a township out of the 
seventeen, that is not touched by one, and in several there are two or  three. 
The county is almost fifty miles long and twenty-five miles wide, and in view 
of the immense territory it covers, it is remarkable and fortunate that every 
township should be traversed by a steam highway 

Pilot, Blount and Jamaica townships have the poorest railroad accomtlw- 
dations, the Rossville-Side11 branch of the C. & E. I. merely clipping off thc 
northwest corner of the former, and the southeast corner of the latter, leaving 
the greater body of these townships without railroad facilities; yet the towns 
in Jamaica, in Blount, and Collison in Pilot, are thriving little villages, and 
are good grain and stock points, thus giving the farmers of these townships 
fair outlets for  their produce. Beginning with Butler township, in the extreme 
northwest part of the county. there are two railroads; they being the L. E. 
& W., and the Chicago-St. Louis division of the "Frisco." Eoth of these pass 
almost through the heart of the township-one east and west, and the other 
northeast and southwest. Grant township has three railroads: the main line 
of the C. & E. I., the Chicago Southern, and the L. E. & W. 

Ross township has practically five railroads. They are the main line of 
the C. & E. I., the Rossville-Side11 and Judyville branches of the road; the 
Chicago Southern, and the West Lebanon-Leroy branch of the Illinois Cen- 
tral. The east side of the township, which runs along the border of Indiana, 
is also tributary to the Chicago, Indiana & Southern, a division of the Big 
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Four. Thus it will be seen that this township is especially favored with rail- 
roads. Newel1 township is also well favored with railroads, being penetrated 
by the main line of the C. & E. I.. the IValsh road. the Chicago, Indiana & 
Southern and the lVabash. There is also a freight road running from Bis- 
n~arck  to Brewer, this being a branch of the C. & E. I. 

Middle Fork townsl~ip has two railroads, the West Lebanon branch of the 
Central, and the Chicago-St. Louis division of tlle "Frisco." Oakwood town- 
ship has two railroads, and the main line of the Illinois Traction system. The  
Peoria division o i  the Big Four passes through the township from east to  
\\lest, as does the traction line, while the Rossville-Side11 branch of the C. & 
IS. I. runs through north and south. Vance iownship has t\vo roads-the Wa-  
1,aali and the Rus~ville-Side11 branch of the C. 8: E. I. The latter road split- 
ting the line betiieeil I'ance and Catlin, can be claimed by both. 

Catlin town\hil) 113s three railroads. counting the road from RossviHe to  
Sidell, and the ~ r o l l c ~  li~ie. The Urabas?~ angles tllrough the township froni 
t l ~ c  northeast to tlic south and west, while the Danville-Villa Grove division of 
t l ~ e  C. & E. I. cuts off the southeast corner. Carroll township has the Danville- 
l'illa Grove (lit kiun of ihe C. Sr E. I., and is also touched by the Rossville- 
Sidell branch o i  t11c same line, making it tributary to two roads. Sidell town- 
\ l ~ i p  has three railroads, counting both division5 of the C. & E. I. and the 
Sitfell and Olney bl.anc11 of the C. 1-1. cG D. 

Ceorgctnwn township has two steam anrl one trolley line. The Cairo divi- 
,ion of the Big Four passes through the hcart of the township, and thc Dan- 
\rille-Villa Grove division cuts off the northeast corner of the same. Elwood 
township has the Cairo division of the Cig Fcur,  the Clover Leaf, and the 
Illinois Traction System's lines. Love township, in the extreme southeast cor- 
ner of the county, has the Clover Leaf. which passes through the center of it. 

As every one of these railroads center in Danville, with the exception of 
thc Clover Leaf, in the extreme south end of the county, the Lake Erie West- 
ern, in tile extreme north end of the county, the West Lebanon-Leroy branch 
of the Illinois Central, the Rossville-Side11 branch of the C. Sr E. I., and the 
Chicago-St. Louis division of the C. & 1:. I., it will be seen that Danville town- 
ship is literally a network of railroads. l Z l t l ~ o ~ ~ g l ~  the first railroad chartered 
in the limits of Vermilion County was the Chicago & Vincennes Railway, this 
road was never built, and it was not until 1871 that there was a railroad con- 
nection' through the county with Chicago. 

In 1835, the same year that the charter was secured for the Chicago & 
1;incenncs Railway, one was projected from Quincy, on the Mississippi river 
across the state of Illinois, to the Indiana state line in the direction of L a  Fay- 
ette. This road was to be built through Springfield, Decatur and Danville. and 
was td be known as the Northern Cross Railroad. It is the road afterward 
known as the Wabash. 

This plan to  build a railroad across the state was but a part of the great 
internal improvenlent scheme which bankrupted the state of Illinois, and be- 
fore i t  could possibly be carried out had, of necessity, to  be abandoned. The 
craze for internal in~provements, marking these years, seems almost incredible, 
and has gone down in history as without parallel. I t  has been estimated that 
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the expense involved for  all the proposed improvements was $~o,ooo,ooo, but 
many writers state that that sum does not nearly cover the real expenses. 

Dr. Fithian was the representative from Vermilion County in the legisla- 
ture a t  this time, and he was a man o,f rare ability. H e  frankly predicted the 
financial ruin that would surely overwhelm the state if the legislature persisted 
in its wild scheme of general internal improvements. When he saw that Ile 
could not prevent the plan from being carried into effect, and that the public 
money was going to be wasted anyway, he turned the matter so that his county 
might profit by the conditions, and managed that work should begin at once 
on that part of  the Northern Cross Railroad which ran through Vermilion 
County. 

Accordingly, a laige portion o,f the $1,800,000 appropriated for the North- 
ern Cross Railroad was expended in 1837. 38 and 39, in grading the road- 
bed from the Champaign County line east to the Vermilion, and in the heavy 
cuts and fills adjacent to  that stream, and in erecting the three large abutments 
of piers standing it1 or  near the river itself. Thus the heaviest and most ex- 
pensive part of the road, east of the Sangamon was practically finished before 
the crash came, which put an end to the "system." The road remained in this 
shape until in 1853, when the pla12 to extend it from Decatur east across the 
state was formed. The heavy work previously done in Vermiliolra County was 
too valuable to be thrown away. Another fact helped develop the road. An- 
other corporation was building a line up the Maumee and down the Wabash 
rivers. The projectors had originally intended keeping down the east side 
of the Wabash through Covington, making their connection with St. Louis by 
way of Paris. The people of the towns along the Wabash river, had, at the 
time of the first planning of the Northern Cross railroad, or  rather the Great 
Western railroad as it was later called, been very much encolaraged with a 
prospect of having this road extended into Indiana to reach this important 
waterway. James Alexander, of Paris, succeeded in having a bill passed, the 
f ndiana legislature of 1838-authorizing the extension of the road into that 
state. This was no sooner done than a fight arose to secure the road to Cov- 
ington and to Perrysville. Thanks to the prompt action of Dr. Hamilton of 
Covington, aided by secret information given him by Mr. Alexander, a rival 
town on the west side of the river was not located even though the much de- 
sired railroad did not come in that direction. 

When the Wabash railroad, as the new project was called, planned t o  go 
clown on the east side of the Wabash river below Attica to make the crossing, 
there was another hope for a railroad going to this, a t  that time, important 
town. But when the projectors of the new road from the east learned of 
the speedy completion of the Great Western road from Decatur to Danville, 
they changed their plans. They crossed the Wabash river a t  Attica, and made 
Danville its terminal point. They operated the section between Danville and 
the state line for  a time, but at last withdrew and compelled the Great Western 
to follow them to  that point. This was after the two corporations had a dis- 
agreement about some trivial thing. Matters remained in this shape for eight 
years, until the consolidation of the two roads in 1865 when Danville once more 
became the end of a running division. The first engine that ever ran into 
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Danville was called the Pioneer. I t  crossed the bridge over the Vermilion 
river in the latter part of October, 1856. The second railroad crossing Ver- 
milion County was the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington & Pekin, and it was 
completed in January, 1870. Trains ran from Danville to Pekin for nine months, 
before the gap between Crawfordsville and Danville was closed by the exten- 
tion of the Indianapolis, Crawfordsville & Danville, and made a road east and west 
through the cotinty. This I. C. & D. road was extended as far west as Craw- 
fordsville, late in the year 1869. The connection of the rails was made on 
the prairie some eight miles east of Danville in September, 1870, and through 
trains were put on the road shortly afterward. 

The C. & E. I. railroad was h i l t  and trains running in 1871. The lead- 
ing citizens of Vemlilion county had long felt the necessity of a direct con- 
nection for travel and commercial purposes with Chicago, and to this end, in 
1868, secured a bill from the legislature authorizing the townships through 
which it was to run, to vote bonds in aid of its construction. Among the 
prominent ones in Vermilion County interested in this project, were John L. 
Tincher, H. itT. Ueckwith, and Alvan Gilbert, I t  was through Mr. Tincher's 
influence that the charter was obtained. The people generally in the eastern 
part of the county, at least, were anxious for the success of the enterprise. 
Danville township voted $72,000 for the construction of the road, and $75,000 
for the crection of the car shops. which are located at Danville. Ross town- 
ship voted $24,000 and Grant township voted $18,000. J. E. Young of Chi- 
cago, was the contractor, and built the road. The road was originally bonded 
for $~,OOO,OOO which represents the supposed value at that time. In 1874, the 
company failed, and the property was placed in the hands of a receiver, in 
the person of Gen. A. Anderson, who continued to manage the affairs of 
the line until 1877. On the seventeenth of April, 1877, the road was sold 
to a new corporation for $I,~~O,OOO. In 1872 a branch of the road was built 
from Bismarck in Newel1 township, to Brazil, Indiana. The machine shops of 
the road were built in the northeast part of Danville, and remained there un- 
til they went into new and more saisfactory quarters further east in the later 
suburb called Oaklawn. 

In Novembel-, 1871, the route froill the Ohio river at Evansville to Lake 
llichi.pn, at Chicago, was established by the completion of the Evansville & 
'Terre Haute railroad, as well as the Chicago. Danville & Vincennes lines. In 
1872, the Lal;ayette, Rloomington & hfuncie railroad was extended across the 
northern part of Vermilion County, connecting that part of the county with 
an eastern outlet for their products. The L. E. Sr W. railroad was built al- 
111ost entirely by the unaided efforts of Mr. Gifford and the Penfield Bra. ,  of 
Rantoul, and extends the entire width of the county. The P. 8: D. railroad. 
that project of John C. Short and others, is now known as a part of the Cairo 
division of tlie New York Central lines, was built largely by the aid of local 
subscriptions. ant1 it gave the southern part of the county long needed facilities. 

THE ILLINOIS TRACTION COMPANY 

The Illinois Traction Company operates three interurban lines into Dan- 
ville each day. These lines connect Danville with every part of the county 
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except the northeast and the north. There are cars which run every twenty 
to fifty minutes that will take passengers from Danville to Georgetown, Ver- 
milion Grove, Catlin, all points on the line between Danville and the western 
line of the county. The Illinois Traction Company runs 72 Interurban cars-into 
Danville each day. 'This line accommodates both passenger and freight trans- 
portation. The passenger service is of the best and the line is patronized freely, 
particularly in the warm weather when the loss of dust compensates for the 
possible loss of a short time. This is true in the longer trips from Danville to 
Deca tur and to Springfield. 
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CHAPTER 

TI-IE POSTOFFICE I N  DANVILLE. 

14d::~i'ric I~ccaine a postoffice in 1828 and Amos Williams, the man who 
hcemed to llavc all tlie offices in t he  township at one time, was the first post- 
master. Hc kept the postoffice at  his residence in the south part of town. 
Mails were received twice a week from Vincennes, and twice a week from the 
east The mail route south went from Danville to Georgetown, thence west 
to a postoi'fice that was kept for a while a t  the point which afterward became 
the Josial~ Sandusky farm, thence south to Paris, in Edgar County, and on 
to Vincetanes. 

With a change in the administration of the government, a change in post- 
nlasters necessarily followed. I. Ii. Moore was appointed the second post- 
rnaiier, and rei~loved the office to a store on Main street, the south side near 
Walnut street. Josiah Alexander was next postmaster for a while, and after 
111111 Col. Othniel Gilbert was appointctl. Col. Gilbert moved the postoffice to 
tile h'ei~nsylvania I-Iouse. In all tlicse wanderings of the postoffice it was not 
wtlhout i t \  :iiisfortunes, or  rather its means of participating in the misfortunes 

others IYhile it was housed in tlic Pennsylvatiia House, Mr. Cassady 
lliailed $r,mo to a firm in Cincitlnati with whom 11c was transacting sorne land 
1)~isiuess. I t  never reached its (lestination. There nTas a man boarding at the 
Pennsylva1l1a ITouse who hat1 no visib!e means of getting his living. He  dis- 
appeared nbcwt this time and suspicion was directed to him, but the crime was 
never proven. ,llesander Chesley was the next postmaster, and he toolc the 
ofice to a little building on West h4ain street. Soon JT. G. Boyce followed 
hint. F1e moved the office further west 011 Main street to the corner of Wal- 
nut \trect 'CVliile there tlie postoftic-c was robbed of small su~iis. but the thief 
Lvaa discovered through the means of ctecoy lcttcrs. and scnt to the penitentiary. 

In 1861 Rev. ICingsbury was appointed postlnaster and moved the office 
to the  old Presbyterian church. Here another robbery was perpetrated. A 
man by the name of Smith, wlio was a music teacher and well respected in 
the  community, was Rev. Kingsbury's assistant, and fully trusted in the office. 
As the thefts were discovered, suspicion turned so strongly to him that Dr. 
Fithian and hlr .  Kingsburp took hit11 one side and searched him, and found 
some of the missing property in his boots. H e  was put under arrest, but was 
bailed out and left the country. However, he did not cover his tracks, and 
was found in Iowa, where he was a very prominent person. H e  was teaching 
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a singing school and had so thoroughly won the co,nfidence of the people that 
they could not believe he was other than honest, but followed him to the train 
loudly expressing their grief in what they thought his misfortune. He was 
brought back here and convicted and sent to the penitentiary. William Morgan 
followed Rev. Kingsbury as postmaster and had the office on the south side 
of the public square. Col. McKibben succeeded William Morgan and died 
while in office. He kept the office in a store on Vermilion street near the Etna  
House. Samuel Fairchild was the next postmaster. He was followed by C. 
W. Gregory who was follocved by 'CV. R. Jewell. Mr. Jewell has* been post- 
master ever since with the exception of the time covered by the administration 
of President Cleveland. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

'CHE NATIONAL HOME FOR DISABLED I'OLUNTEER SOLDIERS. 

The Danville Branch of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Sol- 
diers was established a t  Danville. Ill., by act of congress, approved June 4, 
1897, and was ready for use July I ,  1898, when several buildings had been 
completed. The cost of buildings and grounds has been $1,321,690.63. Of 
this amount $45,961.25 was paid for 325 acres of land. and $r,275,729.38 for  
buildings and improvements. 

The principal buildings are the headquarters building, in which are located 
the  headquarters offices of the governor and adjutant, and the office of the 
treasurer, and the printing office; also the hospital, with a capacity for 300 
patients, besides room for the necessary attendants; fifteen barracks, with a 
capacity for 3,500 members, a splendid opera house, a thoroughly equipped 
library, for which building Mr. Andrew Carnegie donated $25,000; quarter- 
master's storehouse, mess hall, kitchen and bakery, all under one roof; laundry, 
Catholic and Protestant chapels, guard house, and about twenty-five other build- 
ings, consisting of residences of officers, store, restaurant, etc. 

Eleven commissioned and thirty-seven non-commissioned officers constitute 
the governing power of the Home. All of these, excepting the treasurer and 
one chaplain, were soldiers in the Civil war. The official staff is as follows: 
Governor, M. J. Barger; treasttrer, W. L. Kelley; surgeon, D. C. Jones; quar- 
termaster, E. W. Eldridge; comniissary of subsistence. J. W. Newlon; adjutant, 
William H. PIatt ; Catholic chaplain. Rev. Thos. H. Kinsella ; Protestant chap- 
lain, Rev. Thomas A. Parker. 

To carry on the work of the Home, 325 members of the Home and 150 
civilians are employed. Of the civilians, 70 are men and 80 are women ; the 
latter being employed as tiurses, cooks, waiters, seamstresses, etc. The mem- 
bership of the Home at this ~vriting is as  follows: present. 2,229; absent on 
furlough, 694 ; total, 2,923. 

Since the organization of the Home, there have been 13,579 members ad- 
mitted and ro,579 have been lost by discharge, death, etc. ; 2,030 have died since 
the organization of the Home; 1,349 are burried in the Home cemetery, and 
the others have been taken away by friends or have died while absent on fur- 
tough. 
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A band of twenty-five musicians is maintained, and during the summer 
daily concerts are given. Besides, there are billiard rooms, croquet grounds, 

' etc., and during the winter months many theatrical companies give shows in 
the opera house. Readers are employed for the blind in the hospital and in 
the "old men's" barracks. 

The cost of maintenance of the Home per annum is about $36o,m. Be- 
sides the Danville branch, there are nine other branches, and they are located 
as follo~ws: Eastern branch, Togus, Maine, established in 1866; central branch, 
Dayton, Ohio, established in 1867; northwestern branch, Milwaukee, Wis., es- 
tablished in 1867; southern branch, Hampton, Va., established in 1870; west- 
ern branch, Leavenworth, Kansas, established in 1885; Pacific branch, Sanla 
Monica, Cal., established in 1888; Marion braiich, Marion, Ind., established in 
1888; mountain branch, Johnson City. Tenn., established in 1903 ; Battle Mom- 
tain sanitarium, Hot Springs, South Dakota, established 1907. 

The different branches are cotltrolled by a board of managers, consisting 
of fourteen members, and appointed by the congress. Their names and address 
follow: The President, the chief justice, the secretary of war of the Unitetl 
States, ex officios; Major James W. Wadsworth, president board of managers, 
Geneseo, N. Y.; Gen. Thomas J. Henderson, first vice president, Princeton. 
Ill. ; Capt. Henry E. Palmer, second vice president, Omaha, Neb. ; Col. W. E. 
Brownlow, secretary, Jonesboro, Tenn. ; John M. Holley, Esq., La Crosse, Wis.; 
Major William Warner, Kansas City, 110. ; Col. Henry H. hl arkham, Redon( lo, 
Cal.; Lieut. Franklin Murphy, Newark, K. J.; Col. Edwin P. Hammond, Ida 
Fayette, Ind.; Gen. Joseph S. Smith, Bangor, Maine; Lieut. Oscar M. Gott- 
schall, Dayton, Ohio. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

THE G. A. R. 

Kenesaw Post No. 77, Department of Illinois, Grand Ariny of the Republic, 
was organized at Danville, Illinois, May 5, 1880, with the following list of 
charter members: Edwin Winter, James A. Outland, Henry J. Hall, George 
W. Flynn, John W. Dale, F. M. Allhands, Wm. H. Newlin, B. F. Cook, A. 
Martin, George Dillon, L. IT. Brown, W. J. Calhoun, John Lane, R. W.  
Hanford, J. H. Woodmansee, W. R. Jewell, M. V. B. Tiffany, E. J. Draper, 
W. E. Shedd, W. A. Payton, E. C. Abdill, Charles D. Eoff, Fred Buy, Amos 
S. Cowan, Edwin S. Coffin, E. LV. Eakin, Alex. Pollock, J. E. Field, W-. H. 
Craft, D. C. Deamude, S. B. Ferguson, B. Brittingham, B. R. Hefley, M. J. 
Wolford, H.  Plasnick, Wm. J. Moore, J. M. Clark, J. G. Hull, H. V. Wilkin- 
son, Charles Coton, Park T. Martin, R. C. Holton, E. D. Steen, Sam J. Hall, 
'Thomas Graves, James D. English, W. H.  Taylor, James D. Harrison, J. C. 
Black, G. W. Jones, F. W. Penwell, 0. S. Cowan, Morris Irick, C. M. Coulter, 
II. 0. Brower, Joseph Beddow, H. A. Johnson, G. W. Dickson. James Holsen, 
John Slusser, Dennis Olehy, Charles H. Drake. 

The charter is signed by Edgar D. Swaim, department commander, and at- 
tested by Charles E. Koch, assistant adjutant general. Kenesaw Post has never 
lapsed since its organization ; it has included the names of more than 600 comrades, 
many of whom are dead; others have moved away and their history is lost. 
Many others have dropped from the post because of infirmities and feebleness 
due to disease and wounds contracted while in their country's service, and to 
the ever increasing infirmities of oncoming old age. The present officers of 
the post are: J. W. Whitmeyer, commander; W. H. Byram, senior vice com- 
mander; P. F. Oliver, junior vice commander; W. D. Johnson, officer of the 
day ; A. B. Elder, officer of the guard ; W. H. Taylor, chaplain ; J. A. Williams, 
adjutant; W. B. Sheffer, quartermaster; J. P. Burchit, patriotic instructor. 
Trustees: J. P. Burchit, P. F. Oliver, E. Cooley. Present membership is over 
100. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

THE 1VOh'lAh;'S CLUBS IN DANVILLE. 

The fad or natural demand or fashion, call it what you choose, to org:tnize 
the women of a place into woman's clubs, did not miss Danville. Clubs with 
every reason to exist or not to exist have taken possession not only of Danville 
but of every village of the county. Social clubs of every clescriptjon have come 
to stay. All these clubs naturally have an effect of dissipating the forces of 
the individual and the community as well. Not all the women of Danville by 
any means became members of any of these clubs, but a large ~lurtlber did. 

There had been an old Chautauqua class, and in 1895 this class decided to 
become a part of the state federation, and organized themselves Into an incor- 
porated body with about thirty-five members. This organization was called 
The Woman's Club. Mrs. Joseph Carter, at that time the wife of the super- 
intendent of Danville schools, made great effort to bring about this organiza- 
tion. Mr. W. R, Jewel1 was also active in bringing about the making of a 
woman's club in Danville. 

The first president of the Woman's Club was fittingly J l r s .  Josepl~ Cartel- 
(Mrs. Jane Pennel Carter). Under her management, the c l t ~ b  grew in nun]- 
bers, and was well organized. An ideal of the duties of the organization's 
opportunities was made high. Several sections were for~necl, in which tliffel-ent 
courses of study could be purs~~ed ,  and the club bid fair to help raise the stand- 
ard of woman's effort. 

Miss Sherman was the next president, and under her atlininistration the 
club grew in numbers and efficiency. Josephine Lawrence was the third presi- 
dent, and the club comprised many of the women of the city. Mrs. Fannie 
Pearson Meeks was the next president. Mrs. Meeks is a won~an of high ap- 
preciation of literary attainments, and during her administration the club made 
efforts to make progress in this direction. Mrs. Glidden was the president for 
the next year. She was active in increasing the membership and raising the 
social tone of the club. Mrs. Nanny Kelly G ~ t y  was the president immediately 
following. Mrs. Glidden and she made popular and efficient leaders. Jane 
Head Fithian succeeded Mrs. Guy. I t  was while Mrs. Fithian was president 
that the State Federation of Woman's Cltlbs met at Danville. Tlhis meeting 
was a great success and reflected great credit on the management of the 
Woman's Club of Danville. Mrs. Fithian is a woman eminently fitted to man- 
age such an affair. 
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Mrs. Gertrude T. D. Samuels followed Mrs. Fithian, and under her ad- 
ministration the matter of domestic science was favorably considered. Mrs. 
Kate Aull Heath followed Mrs. Samuel as president of the Woman's Club, 
and made a splendid presiding officer. Mrs. Heath has had ~nuch experience 
in such work, and knew how to handle the club matters. Mrs. Myra Clark 
was the presiding officer for the following year. Mrs. Clark is a faithful worker 
in anything she undertakes, and the club found her always ready. 

Mrs. Clark was followed by Mrs. Thompson, and she is serving her second 
year as president of the Woman's Club of Danville. The club privileges are 
not restricted to Danville, and the ~vomen of other parts of the county are 
welcome to become members. During bIrs. Tl~ompsor~ '~ rule a very important 
work has been inaugurated in the help given to shoe the children who are with- 
out these necessities. The Woman's Club has done good work, both in the 
literary and civic field and in the domestic science line. The IVotnan's Club 
i. particularl} to be commended for the work they haye done here since it 
was directly through their efforts that donlesiic science was put into the regu- 
lar school work as a study. 

En civics they have worked more particularly along the line of pure food 
and clean groceries. Their object at present is to secure playgrounds for chil- 
dren. The present philanthropic work is something a little unusual. This is 
under the charge of the shoe and stocking section. The club works through 
the teachers of the public schools. There is a conlmittee in the club who take 
care of all cases. When a teacher finds a pupil in need of shoes and not able 
to buy them, she sends a note with the child, who takes it to the club rooms on 
Saturday, where one of the members of this section is in waiting to take the 
child or children to a shoe store and buy a pair of shoes, providing also two 
pairs of stockings. This section has been in existence for two years and have 
kept one hundred and fifty children in school. In connection with this work, 
it is only just to credit Mrs. Muir with the success of the undertaking. She 
has given her time, her energies and her best endeavor into this work, and 
never has been discouraged nor dismayed. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

THE D. A. R. 

The Centennial Celebration with a \VorldTs Fair in Philadelphia, had one 
evident result, the founding of several patriotic societies. Among them was 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. This society was formed with 
the distinct purpose of pronloting patriotism and increasing interest in thc 
country, both in the present and past. 

The appreciation of the history of America needed fostering, and such ;I 

society had a place in the life of the women of the United States. The eastern 
states soon had a large membership, and even the middle west found that rnanJT 
of the daughters had wandered even so far  froin the scene of the revolutioi~. 

Certain objections arose to the inanagement of this society, and another 
was formed, called the Daughters of the Revolution. This society, however. 
has never been very popular so far  west, it being stronger along the Hudson 
than anywhere else. The clualifications for either of these societies are that 
one's lineal ancestors had fought in the war of the Revolution. It was but 
recently that there were found enough women eligible to ineinbership in Vermilion 
Co~mty. It was in 1905 that twelve I-Ioopeston women organized a chapter 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution. This chapter was named thc 
Barbara Standis11 chapter. Mary Hall Hamilton was elected the first regent. 
The Barbara Staildish chapter now nuillbers twenty-five members. Each yeill- 

a calendar is issued, and some splendid papers have bee11 read before this 
chapter. 

To encourage interest in America11 history as a stucly in the scllools, medals 
are awarded for  the best historical sketch and for the highest grade in the 
classes of Anlerican history. The chapter has sent its portion to the various 
state and national causes, and each year enthusiastic delegates return from the 
state conventions. I t  was in 1907 that an attempt was made to organize a 
chapter in Danville. Enough, who were eligible, did not respond, however, until 
in January of 1908. The chapter was organized at  that time, and the charter' 
came the following May. The membership was limited in this chapter for 
time, but this was correctecl, ancl an active inembership res~tltecl. Mrs. Blose 
was the first regent, with Mrs. Ridgeley as the first secretary. Mrs. A. 1.. 
Lyons was elected regent in 1910. Miss Chesley has been secretary for two 
terms. The interest in the D. A. R. organization is enhanced in Vermilion 
County by the fact that there are four graves of Revolutionary soldiers within 
the county limits. 
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